[16 Novexeer, 1939.]

Legislative Hssembly,
Thursday, 16th November, 1939.

PaGE

Assent to Bills ... - e 2015

Bills: Escheat Ordinagce Amendmem ik 2015

Reserves (No. 2), 3&r. 2015

Income Tax Assessment Act -\mendmenl, 2R, 2024

Income Tax {iates for Leduction), 3n. . 2026

Plont Diseases {Itegistration Fees) (No, 3), 2n. 2026

Fioancial Emergeney Tax, Council's requeated
smendments 2030
Lond Tax and Income 'lnx, Couneil's requeated .

amendment ... 2030

Toan, £3,137,000, 2R, - . 2081

Apoual Estimates: Votes discussed . 2032

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieut.-(overnor re-

ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:—
1, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment (No. 2).
2, Dentists.

BILL—ESCHEAT ORDINANCE
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by My, Doney and read a first
time.

BILL—RESERVES (No. 2).
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER TFOR LANDS (Hon.
F. J. 5. Wise—Gascoyne) [4.33]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.34]:
1 intend to take this opportunity to reply to
some of the statements made by the Minis-
ter for Lands and more particularly to his
remark that T had a knowledge that the
Government with whiech 1 was associated
had written to His Majesty’s representa:
tive in the State and asked to have a piece
of land released. Before long the Minis-
ter will realise that communications wili
pass between his Premier and other Pre-
miers and His Majesty’s representatives of
which some members of the Cabinet will he
unaware. I was extremely surprised to hear
a confidential doeument read to this House.
Prohably that was the first time it was ever
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done. All communications between His
Majesty’s representative and that repre-
sentative’s advisers are always regarded as
seeret documents. I do not know that I
have ever heard of such a thing being done
and I suggest that it will be a long time
before it is done again. The Premier of
the day did not consult me about the mat-
ter referred to by the Minister. T am per-
fectly aware that we were looking nround for
a piece of land on which to construct a
new Titles Office. The Titles Office has
been in a congested condition for a consid-
crable tfime. There has been a lack of ac-
commodation for important documents, and
the Government with which I was asso-
cinted attempted to ascertain whether it was
possible to secure a piece of land on which
to ereet a suitable building.

The Minister cndeavoured to ridicule me
by saying that I suggested we shounld shift
the departments away from where they are.
I did exclude two—the Titles Office and the
Crown Law Department. The Titles Office
should be in a central place and it should
he closely associated with the Supreme
Court buildings. A good deal of business
is transacted Dbetween those two depari-
ments. I had it in my mind to sav, if the
Minister had given mec an oppottunity tu
do so, that portion of the Lands Depart-
ment oflice could be used. There are many
vaults under that building and the Lands
Department eould he shifted elsewhere and
sulficient accommodation provided for the
Titles Office in that building. Tt would
be quite a proper thing to have the Treas-
ury located there. There is ne reason why
it should not be in the same building be-
cause the public uses it n great deal. Many
departments, however, are not used to any
extent by the public and it would not cause
great inconvenience if buildings to house
those departments were erected in some
other part of the eity. The Minister also
tried to ridieule me by referring to my re-
marks econcerning King’s Park grounds. 1
teld him that he could do the same with
that land as with the Government House
Domain. T said that if he were looking for
wounderful sites, he could not seleect a better
one than King's Park overlooking Bellevue-
terrace. He therempon emphasised that T
wanted to exeise a picee of land from
King's Park, T did not say that at all. He
omitted entirelv to mention that Observa-
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tory Hill, which is a Class ¥A” reserve and,
faces Ning's Park-road, would make a very
suitable site for public buildings. The land
1s level and extends back a considerable
distance. A much larger block of land eam
be obtained there than can be obtained from
the Government House Domain, hut the
Minister made no mention of that piece of
land. It did not suit him to say anything
about that. T also mentioned Parliament
House grounds about which he, of course,
found it necessary to remain silent.

The Minister for Lands: I dealt fully
with Parliament House grounds.

Hon., C. G, LATHAM: The Minister did
not denl with the land along Harvest-ter-
race between here and Maleolm-street. There
is a large piece of land in that locality
that eould be used, and buildings ecrected
there would not block out Parliament House
at all. The Minister did not mention one
word about Observatory Hill.

The Minister for Lands: You cou!d not
have been listening.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I listened very
attentivelv. I hope the Minister is listen-
ing as attentively to me as I listened to
him, It is not in keeping with the Mini--
ter's ordinary attitude to ridieule people.
He does so occasionally but not with good
grace. I have never referred to his sheddinz
crocodile fears. He should realise I am here
to express my opinion, whether my doing so
causes the shedding of erocodile tears or
anything else. I propose to confinue ex-
pressing my opinion su long as I ean keep
within the Standing Orders in so doing. I
presume if I did not observe the Standing
Orders T would be called to order by the
Speaker. I again protest against the use of
this Moek of land thal we are asked to ex-
cise from Government House Domain. I
submitted an exeellent case, one worthy of
consideration by members. The Minister
ridiculed me and he was not justified in
doing so. TBut all the rndieule that the Min-
ister for Lands or any other Minister cares
to heap upon me will not prevent me from
expressing my opinion.

The Minister for Lands;
read your speech carefully?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T have a copy
here, but I do not propose to quote from it.

The Minister for Lands: I would not, if
I were you,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the Minister
cares to read it he may. I admit there may

T suppose you
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be some shight crrors, Perhaps the Minister
had an advanee eopy too. I can recall one
correction I made. I substituted ““Mal-
colm-strect” for Melbourne-street.” I did
not wse the words “Melbourne-street,” Those
little errors arve likely to ocenr unow and
then but I have no eomplaint to make ahout
the report of what I said. I have it before
me. If the Minister wishes to look at it
before he makes a fuvther statement, he is
at liberty to do so. 1 strongly objeet to Lhe
excision of this land. The prineiple is
wrony, unless at some time in the future it
is proposed to take nway from the people
Stirling Square and band it over to Gov-
ernment House. I wouid not be surprised 1t
that were done. There will come a time
when Government FHouse will he such a mag-
nifieent, building that it eould well stand on
a much larger arca thun will be reserved to
it as a result of this excision. We must
think of the future. Many other sites could
be mentioned that would suit the purpose
very well. I should like the Minister for
Lands to look up a report made by the de-
partmental committee in 1931 or 1932. 1
think it was made at the time when the
member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) was
Premier of the Stafe. T know he appointed
the committee to ascertain which was the
best portion of the eity for Government
buildings.

The Minister for Mines: Surely it was
not in 1932, because the hon. memher was
not then Premier.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It might bhave
been in 1934, just after the change of Ciov-
ernment.

The Premier: I thiuk it was in 1933.

Hon. ¢. G LATHAM: Ves. T darvesay the
Premier knows something about it. I be-
lieve the recommendations were for a site
somewherg in this direetien. ft wounld he
worth the Minister's while to give consid-
eration to the quesiion of Government
buildings being erected on the other side
of the railway line—I do not mean in West
Perth, but on some spare piece of land north
of the railway. It is no greater sin (o take
an open piece of coualry on the north side
of the line than to usc a site on this side of
the line. The Minister said the Government
wished to be able to zet a beautiful water-
front. There is no walerfront at Canberra,
no great waterfront in Adelaide, and no
great waterfront in Brisbane. T should he
very surprised if it were possible to sce the
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Yarra from the Government buildings in Mel-
bourne. That is not ihe point. What we
have {0 do is to get i%he best sile at a price
the people of the State can afford to pay.
I complain because ii:e Minister has not
told us what it is proposed to pay for the
land to be purchased, on which Government
buildings are to be erccied. I refer to the
ground occupied by the Christinn Brothers’

College. That information should be avail-
able to us. He has not told us the exact

area of the land set out on the plap, com-
prising the exeision from Government
House Domain. All that information should
be included in the Bill. Every otaer mea-
sure of the kind contoins the acreage in-
volver. If the measurements were supplied
it would not be diffienit for a draftsman or
a surveyor to determine the area. We should
be possessed of that knowledge. This idea
of putting in a peg and saylng, “We are
going to have this” does not appeal to me.
I object to a Bill being brought down in
that form, and I propose to divide the
House again on the third reading. T trust
the Bill will never become law, and I will
do my best to prevent it. The Minister is
very quict about using any land that inter-
feres with a Class “A" reserve, but if he as
a private citizen intends that to be done,
I will exercise my rights.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [445]: T wish to
refer to two points raised by the Minister.
He dealt with a report he had received from
the committee that was set up, and ques-
tioned my interpretation of it. Since the
Minister made his speech, I have eavefully
read the report word for word. It contains
ne veference to any other proposition than
the one set out in the repori.

The Minister for Lands: That was ad-
mitted. 1 do not think you were in the
Chamber when I explained that point.

Mr. BOYLE: T wish to make my position
elear. The Government gave the committes
one choice only.

The Minister
denied.

Mr, BOYLE: The veport deals only with
the land to be excised. The Minister re-
ferred to the demolition of the Treasury
baildings, and my inconsisteney in advoeating
that and to my reference to the demolition
of Christian Brothers’ College. Aecording
te the plan, it is laid dewn by the com-
mittee that the college must be demolished.

for Lands: That 1is not
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The Premier: Some day!

Mr. BOYLE: That may he done ~oon. 1t
the intention is to have a block of three
buildings, the College building peares:
the Terrace must be demolished 1o
make room for the complete plan. The
Minister put forward the plan  he
wishes the House to adopt, and the House
has passed the second reading of the Bill.

There is a vast difference between the
Treasury and the College buildings.
The old structure in St. George’s-ter-

race was built in the eighties, and does
not compare in architecture with that of the
Christian Brothers’ Collegze. The college is
a comparatively modern building, and I am
sure it cost between £30,000 and £40,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a substantial
struecture.

Mr. BOYLE: It is not suitable for con-
version to the purpose indicated. It was
built as a boarding-school in the first place.

The VPremier: We are not going Lo rip
that dowwn next week. We shall get some
use out of it fArst.

Me. BOYLE: Wa can take for granted
that if the lund is resumed and the plan is
to be carried out, the building will certainly
be demnlished hefore many years have
passed.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Government
loves ripping things about.

Mr. BOYLE: It is obvious that the college
must be removed if a complete job is to he
made of ihe undertaking. I think members
will agree that the architeet of the Treasury
buildings must have been on a “jazz” when
he designed them. There is no cohesion
about the huilding, which is nothing but a
rabbit-warren. 1 do uvot think it could he
altered and made suitable for the parpose,
notwithstanding the opinion expressed by
the member for Guildford-Midland (Hon.
W. D. Johnson)}. I have no doubt it would
be razed to the ground and a worthy struc-
ture erecfed in its place. That could bhe
done piecemeal. It is intended by the Minis-
ter to resume a modern educational institu-
tion and make way for Government build-
ings. T agree that our public servants re-
quire decent acccmmedation. I supose it is
the worst bouzed service in the Common-
wealth, and I would support the Minister in
any reasonable scheme except that which
involves {he present vandalism. The ae-
gnisition of the ecollege and land, as the
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Minister outlined, will probably cost the
State £50,000.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
that.

Mr, BOYLE: One wounld assume that that
amount would have to be paid for the land.
I know the value of sneh property.

The Minister for Laads: That is mueh
different from saying I made that state-
wment,

Mr, BOYLE: I think the Minister men-
tioned a scheme in which the interest pay-
ment wonld he on an expenditure involving
about £30,000.

The Minister for Lends: I said that the
amount now paid in rental for public offices
would meet an expenditure of about £30,000,
but that bas no relationship to the issue you
have raised.

Mr. BOYLE: When the Minister resumcs
that property, which will he necessary under
the scheme—

The Minister for Lands: You are streteh-
ing it a long way in attempting to tie me
to the statement you suggested.

Mr. BOYLE: T think the Minister will get
a shock when he has the property valued even
by the Land Reswmption Board appointed
under the Public Works Act. The Minister
would not be unjust when it eame to com-
pensating peopic who have held that pro-
perty for over 45 years. My point is that
‘the Minister takes in his stride the expendi-
ture of a vast amount of money in resuming
property and putting out of action an im-
portant education establishment, whereas for
two vears I have heen waiting for the eree-
tion of a litfle school at North Nangeenan.
The Minister objected to the recommenda-
tions of the seleet committee appointed by
this Hounse to ingumire into edunecational mat-
ters and voted against cach one, including
one with reference to country school accom-
modation. The building at North Nangeenan
has heen condemned officially, and pavents
have taken their children from the school
beeause it is strncturally unsafe. Even to-
day we are waiting for a miserable sum of
£195 to provide better facilities af that small
country centre.

The Minister for Labour: Have von yet
wot that chalk for Hines Hill school?

Mr. BOYLE: That remark is not worthy
of the Minister. I am bhattling for people
in the rural areas. and the Minister repre-
gents a country constituency. He displays
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little knowledge of the requirements of
people outback.

The Minister for Labour: You made it an
election issue.

My, BOYLE: I made it an election issue,
did L7

AMr. SPEAKER: T do not think we will
take any notice of what the Minister said.

Mr. BOYLE: If I made an election issue
of it, my conslituents coneurred thoroughly
in my action. The Minister must have 2
very scant knowledge of outhack edueationnl
facilities when he can introduce sueh an un-
worthy remark into the debate.

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, suppose we get
back to the Bill!

Mr, BOYLE: Very well, Mr. Speaker.
The opposition to the Bill by mempers
sitting on this side of the House iz jusli-
fied if only upon that ground. I do not
object to the Minister wishing to hecome
one of the immortals—TI hope that will not
be for many vears to come—hut I do not
think he will achieve any fame among the
immortals by attempting to take from the
people of Western Auvstralia one of the most
magnificent waterside frontages in the Com-
mounweafth. T oppose the third reading of
the Bill.. ‘

ME. NORTH (Claremont) [4.53]: T am
very pleased that the Leader of the Opposi.
tion has spoken on the third reading of the
Bill. He moentioned that members had »
right Lo express their views on this and
every other subjeet before the Iouse. I
am also glod that the debate has developed
in sueh a friendly atmosphere, becanse it
is not a matter of life and death. We ave
awave that at a eertain stage the issue was
regarded as one of vital public policy, That
is a ridienlous view to take. It is important
that the Minister shonld delve into the faets
and provide the House with a snbstantial
programme regarding Government build-
ings, but I do not think we are justified in
indulging in acrimony or regarding the
issne as vital, simply because sonme members
express views about other sites. The
Leader of the Opposition said that a water
frontage was not essential for public build-
ings. Admittedly that is so, but he went
further and said that at Canberra there was
no water frontage to the Federal public
huildings.  That hon. memher has been long
enough associated with the publie life of
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this countiry te remember the Griffin plan
which was adopted by the Federal Parlia-
ment. That plan provided for a huge lake,
something like our Swan River. That was
indeed a compliment to us. The Federal
people tried to provide artificially what
nature gave to Perth—a magnificent water
frontage. Personally T cannot sce any ob-
jection to the proposed site, because it has
the benefit of a waler frontage. Rather do
I regard that as an advantage.

M. Deney: That was not the ground for
the objection.

Mr., NORTH: The point was raised by
the Leader of the Opposition, and I am
replying to his remarks. Then when it
comes ta rhe financial side of the proposi-
tion we have heen informed by the Govern-
ment that the neccssary money is available.
I did not think there was any seerecy about
that. 1 thought the money was available
last vear and that £100,000 had been set
aside for the purpose. When proceeding to
Parliament Tonse from my electorate
today, I thought there was another
point that had not been mentioned,
perbaps one almost of rivalry, T do not
wish to raise a side issue, but when I saw
in my mind’s eve some magnificent
public buildings crected on the proposed
site, and then thought of the huge buildings
already near the water frontage that have
been erected by insurance companies, T won-
dered whether behind it was a sense of
jealousy, or perhaps the better way to put
it would be, a healthy rivalry, whick
prompted the Government to take the
contemplated steps. Perhaps that arises
from the fact that the Government has estab-
lished its own insurance office and by virtue
of that faect is now in a position, after a
few years, to erect enormous public build-
ings, perhaps more palatial even than those
erected by private institutions. However,
that is just a side issue.

The Minister for Mines: We thought that
was an absolute secret, too.

Mr. NORTH : Another point is that while
T was very anxious during past years, a-
were others, that the site adjoining Parha-
ment House should he availed of for public
huildings, it was not my intention then te
urge the construction of a huge block sep-
arate from Parliament Hopse. My idea was
to combine the two designs into one magni-
ficent edifice. I contemplated Parliament
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House being completed, with dome and all,
with the Government buildings erected on
the land at the back. I thought the building
could be so constructed as to lide the faet
that we were not possessed of sufficient
funds to complete the Parliament House
building as desired. Now, however, that we
have plenty of money, I trust that in due
course we shall see the erection of a truly
magnificent edifice in which to house Par-
liament, though perhaps not quite in aceord-
anee with the plan displayed in the lobby. T
trust that when the plans are drawn up they
will not previde for the old-fashioned
facade, but that some other design will be
adopted more in keeping with latter-day
architecture. Then again I do not see why
it is essential for us, particularly on the
Opposition side of the TTouse, seeing that
we have nof much say in anything that is
done bhecanse by the fortunes of political
warfare we are the vanquished people, to
reject the site that has been chosen by the
experts. | consider the site will prove ad-
vantageous. We may think that hetter re-
sults might follow the adoption of some
other site, but I do not think that we should
take up an antagonistic attitude awng hold
baek, decade after decade, the adoption of
a necessary building programme, simply be-
cause we eannot get our own particular way.

MR. BERRY (Irwin-Moore) [459}: T
am not much opposed to the Bill, except
that I do not understand one point. Dur-
ing the last week or so I have heen
attempting to secure the ecrection of a
sthool house at Bindi Bindi and alsoe
a school at Calingiri. I have been told that
the war necessitated the eurtailment of ex-
penditure. Under the Bill now before mem-
bers we propose to pull down a sehool and
acquire land at a cost of £30,000 and pro-
ceed with a building scheme which, in my
opinion, is nof any more necessary than is
the provision of accommodation in the coun-
try areas. Other than that I have no objec-
tion to the Bill. I do wish that equal con-
sideration could be given to couniry reguire-
mems as is extended to cify interests, [
admit that the Department of Agriculture
should be housed in a new building. If
members could see some of the sehool huild-
ings in the country, I think they would agree
with me that better accommodation is re-
quired.
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MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) [5.0]:
I am opposing the Bill not because the
Minister castigated members on this side
of the House so severely last night, but
because to e it is entirely out of joint
with the times we are passing throngh and
with the state of the public purse.

Mr. Withers: Tt was the same 12 months
ago,

Mr. DONEY: Yes. Perhaps we might
have felt a litile more enthusiastic over the
biz building programme foreshadowed by
the Bill if the Empire were not at war.

Mr. Withers: Why did you not express
that view last year?

Mr. DONEY: Of course that is not the
only reason for my opposition. I would
state other reasons if the Empire were not
at war and if, in addition, the priees and
prospects of our primary products were
such as to ensure a reasonable income to
the State and our population were expand-
ing rapidly, thus affording a widening
sphere of taxation, and giving us a bigzer
loeal market; and—perhaps this is the big-
gest reason of all—if we lived on our in-
eome instead of on loan money, as we do.
It so happens that all these essentials are
lacking today. That plainly means that the
wrong moment has been chosen by the Gov-
ernment to launch this building programme.

The Minister for Lands: That is an argu-
wment in support of it.

Mr. DONEY: Apparently I do not con-
strue the argument in the same way as does
the Minister. The one favourable factor
that I find in the proposal is the relative
nearness of the proposed site to the eentre
of the eity; but precisely the same can
be said for the present buildings. I do
not condemn those buildings, as did my
colleague the member for Avon (Mr.
Boyle} and other members. In peint of
sitnation and convenience, it would be dif-
ficult indeed to excel that particular block
of buildings. These buildings ean be sub-
stantially enlarged—io what extent I do
not know, but they can be enlarged. I
agreo that internally they are in need of
much improvement. The Government ap-
pears to have the idea that public buildings
ought to be surrounded by parks, gardens,
parking areas and so forth. I do not agrec
with that view at all. I e¢all the attention
of the Minister in charge of the Bill to the
fine bloek of bnildings comprising the Cen-
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eral Post Office and the Commonweaith
Bank.  Those buildings are as imposing
and as beautiful as any in the State. From
an architectural point of view, they are not
to be excelled in the Commeonwealth, Yet
that result was achieved without the as-
sistance of parks or gardens.

What is pushing us towards this scheme ?
It is the fact that the Department of Agri-
culture and the Lands Titles Office have in-
sufficient acecommodation. That is ad-
mitted, but it should not prompt us to
lose our sense of proportion. Those are im-
portant departments, but not so important
as to render it necessary to pursue so
grandiose a scheme as the Minister has
outlined. If the Government must satisfy
its nrge to build at once some strueture or
other, I suggest that it select the site—I
hope the Minister is listening to me—now
oceupied by the Department of Agrieculture
and the old R.8B.L. baildings. Upon that
site could be erected a building of four or
five storeys to house the departments T have
menfioned. In addition, ample room would
be available to house a number of other
departments that at present are situated
a considerable distance from the centre of
the eity. The Agrieultural Department
wonld require accommodation while build-
ing operations were proceeding; but it so
happens that unfortunately there is in
Perth today ample office accommodation
available. In any case, just a small dis-
tance away in Barrack-street we have the
roomy strueture belonging to D. and W.
Murray Ltd., which I have no doubt could
be used for thay purpose. Having erected
the buiiding which I suggest, extensions
to house other departments could properly
be deferved until the war is won and this
State resumes its normal life. I guestion
whether any country in the world at this
juneture—other than Western Australia—
involved in war or threatened by war, iz
facing a building programme of this mag-
nitude. In an uncertain future, the one
thing of which we ave sure iz that the first
penny and the last penny are regnirved for
defence.

Mr. Withers: This is only a question of
a reserve for future purposes.

AMr. DONEY: We know all ahout that.
We do not know when the war will end.
As a matter of faet, we have not been told
whether the building will be eommenced at
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vnce or not; but we ecan take it for granted
that within a reasonable period—say three
or six months—some action will be taken
i the Bill passes.

The Minister for Works: The depart-
ments will be pressing the Government to
start the construction of the buildings.

Mr. DONEY: I have already agreed
that the Government should proceed with
the housing of the departments whose
offices are inadequate. [ fully agree that
that work should be put in hand at onee.
Perhaps the Minister was not listening
when I suggested a way out of that par-
ticular disability. The position is difficult
to understand from other angles. T dare-
sy it has been mentioned before during
this seszion—although I do not especially
recall it—that the Treasurer is at his wits’
end for money. We know he has found it
utterly impossible to relinquish even a penny
of taxation; and today he is seeking for
new bases whereupon to colleet his major
taxes. Yet we have the Minister for Lands,
when introducing the Bill, telling the Honse
that it will be eomparatively easv to finance
this project. I presume the Government
will borrow the money.

Mr, J. Hegney: The Government will
have the money given to it,

Mr. DONEY: [ think most of us know
the sources from which it is expected the
money will be sceured; unless, of course,
the Government should desire to finance
the project by slips of paper after the man-
ner so frequently mentioned in this House
by the member for Murchison (Mr. Mar-
shall) nnd the member for Claremont (Mr.
North)., If the Government can finanee
the project, however, then T—like the mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore and the member for
Avon—hope T shall not he told when T go
to the Treasury and ask for £10 or £20 fo
repair some eountry school that the Trea-
sury is very sorry indeed, but it happens
not to have the money. To me it appears
as if the Government is proceeding in this
matter on the assumption that the expendi-
ture of another little million won't do any
harm. L join with the Leader of the Op-
position, the member for Avon and the
member for Irwin-Moore in suggesting to
members that they will be well advised to
vote against the third reading on the
grounds I have stated, and pessibly on
other grounds.
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HON, N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [5.10]:
I would like to explain why | voted against
the zecond reading of ithis Bul, because the
reasons advanced by other members do not
happen to be the reasons that swayed my
Judgment. My only reason for voting
against the second reading was that this is
a proposal to crect a building, or a series
of buildings, to last for all time—not 50 or
100 years, but for centuries. For instance,
we know that buildings, if properly con-
structed, will last for over a century. Con-
sider the old Barracks, which, probably for
the use they are put to, are just as elficient
to-day as when they were erested. If we are
to spend a large sum of money upon the
crection of buildings which will have to last
for all time, I bave to ask myself, has the
right site been chosen, having regard to the
future of the State? I suppose ull of us
entertain a vision of Perth one day heing a
great city, not perhaps in the next genera-
tion, but in the generations beyond, Should
we then select this proposed site, which
would then be on the very edge of the city?
Perth cannot expand southwards over the
river, because that forms an absolute boun-
dary. Nor can it expand eastwards, because
the river swings round and cuts off that
possibility. Perth can only expand north-
wards beyond the railway and westwards.
In the days of our grandchildren there will
na doubt be an enormous population——

The Minister for Mines: In the days of
our grandchildren?

Hon, N. KEENAN: In the days that pos-
sibly our grandehildren will see, there may
be an enormous population north of the
railway. It is possible to envisage the day
when no railway will divide the town: the
railway will probably be carried under-
ground. So we must look at these considera-
tions hefore determining upon a site on which
to ereet publie buildings that are to last
for all time. That being so, it appears to
me that we should select a site which could
reasonably be regarded 100 years hence—
and certainly 200 years hence—as a central
site. We must therefore pick a site away
from the side of the river. For that reasen,
and that reason only, I voted against the
second reading. Of course T shall not he
in a position to vote on the third reading,
for reasons that are obvious to the House.

The Premier: How does that argument
apply to the House of Lords and the House
of Commons in London?
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Hon. N, KEENAN: Is not ihat an estra-
ordinary question to ask? The House of
Lords and the House of Commons were not
brilt within the last 100 years,

The Premiex: They are still in the eentre
of the city.

Hon, N. KEENAN: When they were
erected, they were a long way to the west-
ward of the then existing city. The boun-
dary of the city was then Fleet-street, just
outside the entrance to the Middle Temple.

The Premier: Along the edge of the river.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The bhuildings were a
long way to the westward of the then exist-
ing centre of the city, but it was anticipated
that London would extend in that direction.
8o it is that to-day the House of Commeoens
is more or less in the centre of London.

The Premier: And right alongside
river.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I am talking not
ahont rivers but of sites being central or
not central. The Premier, by his interjee-
tion, has illustrated the very point I was
making, and it might easily be thaf this
large class of public building should be con-
structed a considerable distance over the
railway line in anticipation of the city grow-
ing that way in future. That was done
when the House of Commons was built, and
to-day the House is practieally in the centre
of London. Let me remind members that
there is searcely any record of a ciby ex-
panding except in a westerly direction. One
of the most extraordinary experiences of tie
human race is that all the great cities of the
world have expanded from east to west.
That tendeney will be aceentuated in Perth
by the fact that the river prevents any pos-
sible extension to the south or the east. I
voted against the second reading of the Bill
only hecanse L do not believe the site chosen
is the right one on which ta creet huildings
of this kind, and because T do nnt believe
that we shall be doing our dufy to the people
who some day will live in this city hy hnild-
ing a structure on a site that in time will
prove to be an the mere edge of the eity.

the

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.17]:
In supporting the measere T am  guided
hv the faet that a definite investieation ha<
heen made. The auestion of a1 snitable site
has been examined on numercus oeeasions.
Other sites were congidered. and now we
have a report recommendine the adoption
of this sitee.  The member for Nedlands

[ASSEMBLY.]

{Hon, N. Keenan) opposes the Bill on the
ground that this is not a central site, but
if it was a central site, having regard to
the future expansion of the eity, he would
support its adoption. He suggesied that
the expansion will be in a northerly or
westerly divection. In trying to visualise
the future of Perth, I beliecve that the
chosen site is very close to what will be
the centre of the metropolis having regard
to the expansion that can be expected, A
large section of the population will be
settled in an easterly and southerly direction
from the cty, in the DBelmont, Victoria
Park and South Perth distriets. I foresee
a time when we shall have not omly a
Causeway over the river linking the south-
ern suburbs with Perth but also a bridge
or a tunnel at Mill Poini, thus providing
the requisite means of comnunieation for
the people living on the south side of the
river,

When we consider possible future de-
velopment, we should remember that we
have u ¢ompetent Town Planning Commis-
sioner who understands the development of
cities all over the world—an officer who has
worked under one of the most eminent town
planners in the world—and that he was a
member of the committee. The Chief Archi-
tect was also a memher of the committee—
a man of ability and capable of advising
the Government regarding foundations and
future prospeets. In the effort to de-

termine a central site, many divergent
views are held by members. I do not think
any member ecan claim to have expert

knowledge that would enable him to say
which is the best site. Ministers are only
laymen, as are members, but they are being
guided by experts, and thev have confined
themselves to the decision of experts.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Doney) advanced the plea that the times
are ount of joint. {That argument was
not addueed a year ago. On that oceasion
quite a different argnment was used. While
any old argument might suit the Opposi-
tion today, we should hear in mind that
a different argument was used 12 months
ago. The question of the necessity for
establishing and cquipping country schools
has been raised and we have been asked, if
the Government cannot afford to build
schools in the country, why should it in-
sist upon this measure? I have listened
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to Country Party members pleading with
past and present Governments for the pro-
vision of decent accommodation for the De-
partment of Agrienlture. If a Bill were
passed, no doubt the Government would
take the earliest opportunity to provide a
suitable building for that important de-
partment. If this measure becomes law, and
the Government deeides to resume the Chris-
tian Brothers’ College block, many years
might elapse before the building is de-
molished. Buildings forming other parts of
the scheme will be eonstrueted as the fin-
ancial resources of the State permit. To
contemplate erecting at once all the build-
ings indicated in the plan would be impos-
sible. The most urgently nceded seetions
would be constructed first.

We have been told that this proposal
should not be proceeded with because the
country is at war. Yet the Prime Ministor
of Britain, the Prime Minister of the Com-
monwealth, and the Premier of the State
have urged that husiness should be cax-
ried on as nsuai. We have a vesponsibility
to cnsure that emplovment is provided for
our people, und a building policy will un-
doubtedly enable the Government to make
work available for many artisans in the
building trade. \Whether there is a war or
not, we have to ftind employment for our
people.  The matter of selecting a site for
public buildings has been before Parlia-
ment so often that the time has arrived
when we should make a decision, having
regard to the probable future development
of the city. If the question is deferred for
12 months or two vears, will the occasion
be any more suitable than is the present
for making a decision? Members admit the
need for planning in connection with the
publie building policy. The only point at
issne is the site that shall be chosen. The
Leader of the Opposition suggested the
Observatory site as snitable. I am a lay-
man, just as he 15, and I snggest that the
Observatory site would he most unsuitable.
Not onlv is it not casy of access, but it is
vomote from the central part of the eity.
The hon. memher said that in  Bastern
Australia the public bnildings are located
fairly close to cach other. In Sydney the
buildings ave =eattered, and are not in close
proximity cither to Pariiament House or to
the Treasury. In Melbourne the law courts
and the Registrar’s offices are at one end of
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the city and the Department of Agriculture
and other public buildings are at the other
end of the city. 1n this State we are making
a definite attempt to plan for the future by
securing a site where we can erect, having
regard to the futurc expansion of the ecity,
a structore that will be an ornament to the
city. In the course of 30, 40 or 50 years
Western Anstralia might have a population
of 2,000,000 peopie, and we must therefore
plan for commensurate expansion of the
eity.

As 1 said, the Government has been guided
by experts, duc consideration having been
given to the report of the committee. Mini-
sters have listened to the pleas of Country
Party members vear after year for decent
quarters for the Department of Agrieulture.
I could offer inany proposals for the benefit
of metropolitan constituencies, but we have
to take n long view and not confuse a
measure of this kind, which will bave such
important effects, perhaps for centuries to
come, with lesser needs. In the days to come,
this site will undoubtedly become a heaunty
spot. The Minister made an excellent reply
fo the arguments advanced against the Bill.
I think the Leader of the Opposition was
quite unwarranted in some of his remarks
about the Minister, especially when he tried
to disparvage him as compared with his pre-
decessor. I cousider that the present Mimi-
ster is doing a good job.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And so did his pre-
deeessor.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: He has ability and
brains and is equally competent. On this
Bill he put up a case that the hon. member
couid not fault. Though he tried to demolish
the Minister’s argument, e failed miserably.
As T say, the Minister put np an unanswer-
able ease. The Leader of the Opposition, on
the other hand, has not adduced one argu-
ment comparable {o the Minister's argu-
ments. The Leader of the Opposition, I
think, has heen misled by outside influences,
He opposes the Bill not on its merits or
demerits hut because he is Leader of the
Opposition and must oppose a Government
measure, I hope the Bill will pasz,

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .- . ..o 24
Noes .. . . .14
Majority for .. .. 16
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AvES.

Mr. Berry Mr. Nulsen

Mr, Coverley Mr, Panion

Mr. Cross Mr, Raphnel

Me. Fox Mr. Rodoreda

Mr. Hawke Mr, F. G, L. Snith

Mr, J. Hegoey Mr. Styants

Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Lambett Mr, Trint

Mr. Marshall Mr, Willeock

Mr. Millington My, Wise

Mr. Needbam Mr, Withers

Mr, North Mr. Wilsen

(TFcllar.)

Nora.

Mr, Boyle Mr, Seward

Mrs. Cardeli-Oliver Mr. Shearn

Mr. Latham Mr. Stubhs

Mr, Mann Mr. Thorn

Mr. McLariy Mr., Warner

My, Patrick Mr., Watis

Mr. Sampson Mr, Doney

(Pellor.)
Pairs.
AYES, NoES,
Mr. Holman My, McDonald
Mr. Leshy Mr. Willmoit

Question thus passed.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willcogk—
Geraldion) [5.35]: I move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

HON, N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [3.36):
I am of course aware of the fact that it is
not usnal to speak on the third reading of a
Bill unltess for some speeial rcason. How-
ever, as I was not present, through my own
fault, when the second reading debate took
place, T desire the indulgence of hon. mem-
bers for a few minutes. First of all 1 wish
to deal with the case put forward by the
Treasurer in introducing the Bill. The hon.
gentleman said he introduced the measure
in consequence of a mandate-—some alleged
mandate. I have never eredited the Premicr
with being a humorous person; but if he
persists in allegations of that kind, I shall
certainly have to revise my opinion. Noth-
ing could be more ridieulously humorous
than that statemer? ot o liven the Penss
of Sydney, after the last gencral cleetion in
this State, ridiculed the idea that the present
Government came in with any mandate, ot
came 3n at all except by reason of having
several pocket horoughs. I do not for ene
moment ohject to the existence of these small
boroughs, since they are foreed on us hy
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the geography of Western Australia: but
when one begins to get up and talk about a
mandate given by half-a-dozen or so, 1 must
protest against the absurdity, If the Pre-
mier had put forward the Bill, as I could
have done, en the basis that it is common
sense, that it is neeessary for the general
good, i therefore warranted, I wonld he
inclined Jargely to agree with him. But
when he comes heve and says “this is my
mandate,” while having no more mandate in
this instance than there is in relation to any
of the ridiculons assertions made from time
to time by others, T must ol course object,
and strongly object, to the Bill heing adve-
cated on that ground.

QOther grounds have heen mentioned. They
are these. A comparison was made in the
course of the Premier’s speeech between his
Government’s present action and what was
done hy the Government in power in 1931
under the Financial [imergeney Aet, whieh
was passed in that vear. But the hon. gen-
tleman forgets, and very eonveniently for-
gets, that the action faken hy the Govern-
ment of 1931 was the same as the action
taken by every other Government in Aus-
tralin. In all the Australian States financial
emergency Bills were brought down, and
were pasted. In the State of New South
Wales, where Mr. Lang, whe then was the
arch-priest of the Labour movement—

The Minister for Mines: No, no! Never!

Hon. N. KEENAN: T suppose the Min-
ister for Mines cxeepts the mewmber for
Guildford-Midland {(Flon. W. 1, Tohnson}.

The Minister for Mines: 1Te¢ is the worst
judge in the world.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Allowing that excep-
tion, I repeat that Mr. Lang was then the
arch-priest of the Labour movement in Aus-
tralia; and he hrought down a flat rate of 1s.
in the pound. Again T resent the action of the
Treasurer, who had no need to vefer to those
matters, in dragging them in as if there was
anything in connection with the Government
of 1931 which was exceptional. Nor was
that Government open to any particular
blame,

The Premier: T thought T was very gen-
erous.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The reason for that
generosity has not been defined. Undouht-
edly the Finaneial Emergeney Act did im-
pose an undue burden on the taxpaver who
was married and who had a family, It took
no cognisance of the fact that he was mar-
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ried or had a family; and I think both the
Government party and our party agreed
that the .\¢t should be amended in that re-
gard, Therefore I am not for one moment
offering any opposition to an amendment
which will bring about some redress in that
regard. However, it is doubtful whether the
present proposal will do that, or do it effi-
ciently. We have been supplied with certain
fignres given for the purpose of guiding
members to what the position would be if
this Bill and some co-relative Bills became
law; and I have found as the astonishing
result of these figures that there is no differ-
ence whatever between a single man and a
married man after the income of £300 is
passed.

The Premier: That is the taxable income.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes, the taxable in-
come under this Bill. The figures are stated
in what is called the “Proposed Amalgama-
tion,” and with the exeeption of the first
three incomes, every income above £330, so
far as taxable income is concerned, remains
the same for a married man and for a single
man. That is not the only extraordinary ve-
sult T find in these figures. Perhaps a more
extraordinary result is this. The table goes
on with families—one child, two children,
and three children; and, strange to say, if
you have the misfortune, or the good for-
tune, to have three children instead of two,
then instead of getting some relief, you get
something added on.  Again these figures
illustrate that. They are a comparison be-
tween page 5 and page 6. There a man with
three children would, so far as taxable in-
come is concerned, actually be in a worse
position than a man with only two.

The Premier: The taxable income is what

remains after the redoetions have heen
made.
Hon. N. KEENAN: As 1 said a few

moments ago, we were all agreed that the
small taxpayer with a family was certainly
under a great disadvantage hy the existing
law of the Financial Emergency Act: but
we are proposing to give that man relief,
and relief to a good many more. For in-
stance, there are in this House some gentle-
men who have incomes of £1,700 a vear, and
they are to get some relief under this Bill.

AMinisterial members: No.

Hon. ¥. KEENAN: Yes. They will be
entitled. as they have been in the past, to
all the deductions allowed under the Income
Tax Asscssment Act; and those deductions
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were not allowed under the Financial Emer-
geney Tax Act. So they get that. Do we
wish to give it to them?

The Premier: You are misrepresenting the
position altogether.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is no nse saying
that I am misrepresenting the position.
These are the facts; and if the Bill becomes
law, then there is no more assessment under,
the Financial Emergency Tax Aect. 1t is
merged in, and becomes part and parcel of,
the Income Tax Assessment Act. Under the
latter Act, anyone who looks at it will find
numerous deduetions which are allowed to
all taxpayvers. Among those deductions are
premiums for life assurance and the cost of
coming to one’s business.

The Minister for Mines: That would not
apply to anyone in this Chamher, for we
all have passes.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The passes are not
worth much. The point is that now we are
giving to every taxpayer what the Financial
Emergency Act deliberately took away from
him—the right to make deductions which
are allowed under the Income Tax Assess-
ment Aect. That is not the position put by
us hefore the people at the general election.
Our proposal was to relieve men who had
incomes up to about £500 a year, relieve
them of the unfair burden of the Financial
Emergency Act.  That ne doubt wag the
wnderstanding of most of the electors. There
is also to be remembered, that the Finan-
cial Emergeney Act is not the only one that
does not allow deductions, and cxactly the
same remark applies to the Hospital Tax
Aect. 1s it proposed under some of the Bills
that have been brought down to fake away
the present system that applies to the hos-
pital tax and to allow those that are assessed
to make dedvctions? No. The Premier has
no ground for bringing the matter forward
in this general manner. BExcept for these
eonsiderations fo which I have referred, I
am in favour of the Bill; it is wise that we
should attempt if possible—though it may
he difficult to accomplish—but if it is pos-
sible, levy the tax at the sonrce. We are
sure then of getting a measure of taxation
far greater than when the individual tax-
paver is called upon to make a retorn and
when the assessment is made on that return.
A number of people do not make returns
and so avoid assessment. There is this also
to be admitted that as the burden will be
spread over a great many payments it will
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be more easily carried by Lhe taxpayer, and
50 I am in favour of that proposal. I am
also in favour of giving relief to the class
who were wnjustly burdened by the Finan-
cinl Emergency Act; but 1 am not enthus-
iastic abont spreading that relief ad in-
finitam. We must have regard for extra-
ordinary ecireumstances which are likely fo
_ become far more marked in the future, and
it may be well to remember that which has
up to now been borne without eomplaint, I
have in mind the man with a large income,
not the small man, the man with an income
of £1,500 or £2,000 a vear. As it applies
to those people the measure has gone too
far, and maxybe we shall some day regret it.

THE PREMIER (Ilon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldton—in reply) [5.48]: While the
hon. member was speaking 1 interjected that
he was misrepresenting the position. The
hon. member deliberately said that there
were members in this House in receipt of in-
comes of £1,600 or £1,700 a year—perhaps
Jhe did not say it hut he implied it—who
would have their tax reduced. They will
have no reduction at all, and it is nonsense
for the hon. member to infliet that type of
humour on the House. If he looks at the
first sheet he will find that everybody in
Western Australia, whether in this Housa
or out of it, if in receipt of £1,500 or
£1,600 a year, will not only not pay less taxa-
tion, but will pay between £20 and £30 a
vear more under the amalgamated proposal.
I defy the hon, member to prove that is not
s0. When an hon. member makes a siafe-
ment seriously, that because of the amalga-
mation of the taxes certain conditions will
be brought into existence, or if he does not
say it, implies that men with an income of
£1,600 or £1,700 will pay less than they paid
hetore, he is talking drivel, and should not
be allowed to get away with it. It is no
use the hon. member shaking his head; what
I am stating is a fact. Neither do we ex-
pect the newspapers-—opposition newspap-
ers—to tell the peoplie what Labour Gov-
ernmentg have done, breause it 15 their job
to endeavour to diseredit Labour cven
thongh it reeeives a majority of the votes
of the people. The newspapers cannot take
it lying down, and if it is possible for them
to say anything nasty about the Labour
Cloverument they do zo. Now the hon. mem-
her comes along and tries to delude the
Rouse into the helief that men with incomes
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of £1,600 or £1,700 a vear will pay less tax-
ation than they did formerly, when he
shonld know that they will pay between £20
and £30 more. I mignt take Lthat statement
in g personal sense, because I am oune of
those drawing a salary approaching the
figure mentioned by the hon. member, and
his implication 1s that T will pay less taxa-
tion. That is entirely and absolutely wrone,

Hon. N. Kecnan: You will get vour de-
duetions.

The PREMIER:  What concerns the
taxpayers is whether they are paving the
same figure or less or more, The hon, mem-
ber talks about deductions. Tf he will
glance at the tables he will soon convince
himself that those with the incomes to which
he roferred, will, as I have alreacly stared,
pay £20 or £25 more. I am speaking cor-
reetly when I say that the hon. member has
misrepresented the position, and heeaunse ot
that [ cannot allow the stitement to go
unchallenged. When 1 moved the serond
reading of the Bill I zaid that there were
two sets of people concerned. The single
people without dependants will pay 30 pev
cent. more, that is to say, in thewr case the
tax will be inereased from Gd. to 9d. in the
pound; the married man with dependants,
three or four children, will pay less. The
Bil] has been deliberateiy designed to enable
him to pay less. Those who are in reeeipt
of £1,300 or £1,400, myselt included, will
have to pay considerably more under the
Bill. That is what [ want the hon. member
clearly to understand. I felt that I could
not allow statements such as that made by
the hon. member or anyone with any sense
of responsibility to go uneontradicted.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a sceond time.

BILL—INCOME TAX (RATES FOR
DEDUCTION).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—PLANT DISEASES (REGIS-
TRATION FEES) (No. 2).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (1Ton. 1.
J. 8. Wise—=Gasceovne) [3.53] in moving the
second reading said; I hope you will aot
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misunderstand me, My, Speaker, it I say
that when I endeavoured to introduce a
similar Bill last week I was rudely inter-
rupted. 1n the few remarks I made with
regard to this measure, I dealt with the
establishment of this fund when the Plant
Diseases Act was amended in 1934, and fol-
lowing the recommendations of the Fruit
Fly Advisory Committee at that time, there
have been many representations made to
merease the registration fees. In 1937 a
deputation waited npon the Fruii Fly Ad-
visory Commilitce, and that deputation con-
sistedd of Mr. L. Thorn, ML.L.A.,, Mr, A. F,
Watts, MLL.A., Mr. F. J. Mayor, and Mr.
A. C. . Loaring, The committee was fully
appreciative of the importance of the fruit
industry in this State. The deputation
made representations that the fees for com-
mercial orchards be preseribed by the com-
mittee, and the desire was expressed that g
special board should be set up. The fees
sugwested were 2s. Gd. per acre per annum
as a minimum charge, and £5 per annum
as a maximum charge, and those figures
were to apply to orchards of 100 frees and
vines numbering 400. That was the proposal
put up by responsible people, and there is
no doubi that their attitude towards the in-
dustry is to be strongly commended. No
aetion was taken in 1937 and nothing was
done until this year when a very active and
representative gathering again met the Fruit
Fly Advisory Committee and represenfa-
fions were made by the West Australian
Fruitgrowers’ Association. That association
presented a strong request in favour of the
adoption of the Fruit Fly Advisory Com-
mittee’s recommendations regarding the pro-
posal for the levy of 2s. 6d. minimum and
£3 maximum per annum. That recommen-
dation had hecn adopted at the annnal eon-
ference of the Froitgrowers’ Association. Tt
was submitted to the Fruit Fly Advisory
Committee, which body forwarded the recom-
mendation to me, and in conversation with
members of that committee they were very
insistent that in view of the progress that
had heen made by way of econtrolling
the pest, it wonld he foolish to retard the
activities of the officers engaged on the
work, Tt is more important to increase the
vigilance n an endeavour further to effec-
tively control the pest. The Fruit Fly
Advisory Committee is still as representa-
tive as it was when the original proposal
was made in 1934, the districts it
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being Spearwood, Gosnells,
Bickley, Kalamunda, Guildford, Karra-
gullen and Harvey. It is interesting
to note that four of the representa-
tives are today residents of the district
represented by the member for Swan.
They are responsible people. They strongly
urge that unless more money is collected,
some of the inspectors will have io
be put off early in the year. The
fund, therefore, should he auginented to
prevent that happening.  Their recowm-
mendation is ineluded in the Bill. The
measure is not a Government Bill in the
senge that it is recommended by the Gov-
ernment; rather is it a recommendation to
the Government by those engaged in the
industry that there should be imposed upon
the industry a further levy to provide tor
an extension of the activities of the Gov-
ernment in the eradiecation of the fruit fly.
Hon. members will probably be interested
to know just how active inspectors have
been in the contvol and cradication of this
pest. From every distriet in which these
officers have heen engaged, have cowme satis-
factory reports of the progress made. Hon.
members representing some of these dis-
tricts have actively co-operated with the
department in this work: though in some
districis there has been an attitude of pas-
sive resistance, or, rather, it may he a re-
luctance to give any credit to the depart-
ment.

I have bere several comments made by
the officers coneerned, whieh it would prob-
ably be wise for nie to read to the House.
Onc vepresentative of the Fruit Fly Ad-
visory Committee, referring to Donny-
brook, which is right on the edge of the
infested area, states that he found the
baek vard orebardists were the best to deal
with and they were always anxious to earry
out instruetions. That is a point I desire fo
impress upon members representing fruit-
growing districts: that the backyard or-
¢hardists, nombering about 40,000, have not
only hecome used to paying the license fee
of 1s., bunt are fully accepting their respon-
sibility to the industry. Many people,
rather than be worried with the incidence
of the flv each yvear, have desiroved their
trees, but others have taken another angle
and serupulously attended to the trees, bait-
ing them for fly and obtaining excellent re-
sults. No eriticism can be levelled at the
¢ity orchardists for not having aceepted

represents
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their responsibilities. I called this week
for reports concerning the reaction of the
people in many suburban areas wheve fruit
trees are grown in almost every hack yard.
1 desired to ascertain the attitude adopted
towards the inspectors. In the distriet of
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn),
there bas been a merging between the eom-
mercial orchardists and the backyard op-
chardists, and very important results are
claimed, not only in a reduction of the in-
cidence of the fiy, but in the growth of in-
terest on the part of those concerned in the
elimination of this pest. One officer re-
ported this week— )

I have to advise that when I first went to
the Swan Qistrict a certain amount of oppost-
tion was met with in commercial orchards.
However, once growers saw the good results
obtained, which they were quick to do, wo
further opposition was met with. Tn faet, if
any orchardist fails to carry out any instrue.

tions I am soon made aware of it by his
neighbours.

Backyard orchardists were, at first, hard to
@eal with. Gradually, however, better results
were obtained in most places. Some growers,
however, seemed to freat instructions as a
joke, and it was not until prosccutions were
effected that some growers realised their
responsibilities.

I further note that since the gazettal of
Guildford and Midland Junction as fruit-fly
infested arcas, backyard orchardists very
rarely nced to be advised twice. Compulsory
methods as now adopted in the Swan arca
appear to bhe far more cffective than old

metheds.
Mr, Sampson: The inereased tax sug-
gests they were not effective.

The MINISTER FOR ILANDS: That is
weird logie. The desire of the growers to
inercase the tax on themselves is surely an
indication that they appreciate the remark-
able results of the investment of their
money in this direclion in the past.

Mr. Thorn: They want it carried fur-
ther.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: They
want to levy themselves to a greater ex-
tent in order to eliminate the fly. The logic
of the member for Swan (Mr. S8ampson) jis
weird. In the Upper Swan distriet the ex-
port of grapes has inereased year by vear
and as a result of the work carried ont in
the control of fruit fly, we were able to
guarantee last year to overseas countries
that the fly was non-exisient.  Surely
thai indicates the progress made. Report-
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g early this Rolinson
said—

During the last week 1 have imspeeted all
vineyards exporting early varieties of grapes,
To the hest of my knowledge there is no
fruit fy in the vineyards. All carly varieties
have heen sprayed aeccording to regulations.
In my opinion there is not at present a com-
mereial orchard in the Swan area affecied
with €ruit fly.

year Inspector

That is a remarkable state of affairs and 1t
has heen achieved in a few years by intensy
activity in a distriei that depends on its
export grapes for its very cxistence. I de-
sire the House to have that information be-
cause I would not he surprised if some
members tried to suggest that we bave
achieved very meagre results. The export
from that distrigt in one year inercased
from 72,400 cases to 84,000 cases. We have
had no complaints and ne indieations at all
of infestation of the carly grape berries
from that distriet. We could not say that
a year or two ago. Irom the report of the
market inspector of this State concerning
fruit that has come from the districts around
the hills adjacent to Perth, we diseovered
that in the year extending from April 1937
to March 1938, 614 packages of fruit were
condemned in the local markets because of
fruit fiy. Last year, however—the year im-
mediately following—only 282 cascs were
condemned, in spite of an increase in pro-
duction.  Suarely that result is worth achiev-
ing. My colleague, the Minister for Works,
could tell of an orchard in another State
belonging to a reclative of his which is not
infested with fruit (v, and he could speak
of the pleasure it affords perople to enter
that archard at night and pick and eat fruit
without any fear of ils being infested with
fli. That is an impertant and desirable
ohjective for us to endeavour to achieve in
this State. We are heading towards that
end, hut move than a mere desive to appoint
additional inspeetors is neecessary. We need
the co-operation and sympathetic support
of those engaged in fhe industry, so that
there will he no need for a reguest for
policemen to he laoking after them the whole
time. T hope that if the Bill hecomes law,
overy distriet where the froit flv is koown
to exist will he proelnimed an infested nren,
S[peh a proefamation has hern made in three
districts alreadv and in those districts we
shall he ahle to insist on baiting and other
precautions being undertaken  which  will
tend towards the climination of this pest,
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It iz gratifying to know that a State which
has suifered so severely in its local and ex-
port fruit trade because of the existence of
fruit fly, has made such progress towards
the eradication of the pest.

I desire to impress on the House that
the Government is not in any way tied to
the provisions of the Bill. The measure
does not affect the backyard orchardist at
all. Tt does not concern the person who is
not a ecommercial orchardist. No inereased
levy will he made upon an individual unless
he has an acre or more of fruit trees. Tf
those members who know the industry sub-
mit that £5 is teo high a maximum, I reply
that the Bill is in their hands. Obvioasly,
however, it is essential that we should have
another £1,000 or £2,000 in the fund not
only to enable the continuation of the work
of the inspectors already appointed, but
also to provide for the appointment of addi-
tional inspectors in other districts. For the
cuidance of hon. members who desire to
kiow the coffest of the fees, I have had
fignres prepared. Those figures indieate
what amount of money. is likely to be ve-
turned. The number of orchards and the
varving acrenges are set out in the table. T
find that there are only 53 orchards in the
State that have an excess of 40 aeres. A
big proportion of orchards have from fhree
to ten aeres. Even if the maximum of £5
is considered too high, I smegest to hon,
members that thexy do not interfere with
the minimum for commercial ovchardists:
otherwise there will be an insufficient sum
raised to hring about the desired vesult. Tn
view of the fact that the preponderaven of
orchards have under 15 acres and in view
of various circumstances sneh as marketine,
cte,, if members so desire, the maximem fee
of £5 might he redneed. I repeat that the
Bill is in the hands of memhers. It is the
outcome of representations made by those
who know their industry. Some logical
argument, some convineing appeal wonld be
needed to indnce ns to aeeept an amend-
ment. hat T assure the House that provided
a ~ond ca~e is made out. the Government
will ho wleased ta fall inte line with the re-
quirements of hon. members.

At the moment the greatest delinguents
in reaard to orchard registration are not
the hackvard orchardists, who have accopted
their responsibilities in the main and have
done something—and a very important some-
thinge—in the interests of this industry. If
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it bad not been for the levy imposed on
those in the metropolitan arves, thiz fund
eould not have been established, the five
inspectors who have been operating could
not have done so, and the results achieved
in the control of this pest could not have
heen secured.

Mr. Thorn: I ridicule the imposing of 1s.
fee on commercial orchards. I suggest it
be 5s. at least.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: In the
fund at the moment is 2 sum that will not
carry the present staff hevond the early part
of next year. It may be possible to keep
the existing staff going until February. Be-
cause of an active emmnpaign in certain dis-
tricts and the possibility of this week launch-
ing over 100 prosecutions, in various dis-
tricts, we hope that those lagging bchind
in the pavment of their fees will be slimu-
lated to make payment. Some people bhave
evaded their responsibility to their necigh-
bours, Some have had neelected ovehards
infested with froit fly and those orchards
havy not bheen registered. Whergver we
have had an opportunity to eradicate trees
in sneh orchards, advantage has been taken
of that opportunity on the recommendn-
tions of the inspectors. The collections per
annum exeeed £2,000. We expeet this year
that we shall receive £2,100.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Before tea T stated that the reeoipts coming
into the fund now amonnted to ahout £2.000
per annunt. and that it was desired te aug-
ment it to an extent safficient to provide for
the appointment of four or five inspectors.
On the seale of acreazes compared with the
different number of orchards of varying
acreages, it would seem that the fees im-
posed, if the Bill beeomes law. would per-
haps represent more than sufficient to pro-
vide for that number. It would also seem
that a reduced amount would be ample. If
members are prepared elosely to serntinise
the number of orchards hetween varying
acreages, they may desire a reduction in the
maximom sought in the Bill. We do not
want to interfere with the minimum acreage
fignre—it will be undersiood that that figure
will bring in most of the monev—but we
c¢ould probably redure the maximum figure
by 50 per cent., and that may provide suffi-
cient funds for the putting on of four in-
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spectors. The matter will be one for the
Committee to decide. I submit the Bill as a
recommendation from year to year of the
departmental fruit fly advisers.

Mr, Sampson: Will the whole of the tax
be used for the control of fruit fly?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Yes. Whilst much could be said
concerning the activities of the in-
spectors, the good work that has been
done, and the need for an endeavour
to eradicate the pests, I think it 1is

unnecessary for me to dilate upon these ques-
tions. I have all the relevant information,
and shall be glad to make it available to
members who wish o see it. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Hill, debate adjourned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
TAX,

Council’s Requested Amendments,

Schedule of two amendments requested hy
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Withers in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1. The Schedule, second part, eolumn
(1), (b):—Substitute:—
“Fivepence” for “Sizpence.”
“Sixpenee” for “Sevenpence.”
“Sevenpence” for “Kighipence.”
“Fightpence” for “Ninepence.”
“Ninepence” for “Tenpence.”
“Tenpenee” for “Elevenpence.”
“Elevenpence” for “Twelvepence.”
The PREMIER: I do not propose to de-
lay the Committee in diseussing this vequest
from another place. Tt is one to which the
Government cannot possibly agree. The
differcnce represented in  revenue would
amouni to ahont £50,000, and everyone will
admit it is not possible to forego that sum
at this stage. The Budget has been brought
down, and we¢ must mnke every possible en-
deavour fo halance it. To consider re-
modelling our proposals by giving away
£30,000 is something that is impossible of
attainment. Amnother place has not amended
the Bill, but has sent it back to us with the
recuest that we shonld make eertain amend-
ments, in accordance with constitutional
practice. I move—
That the amendment be nui made.
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Hon., C. G, LATHAM: I thought the
Premier would accept the amendment. He
will have to get wsed to doing with less
money, and this requested amendment would
probably be an exeellent means of bhreaking
him in.

The Minister for Mines: It is too big a
lump.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: It would probably
reduee the amount only by one-sixth or one-
seventh.

The Premier: A lot depends on how many
people are in the different groups.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If ever another
place did a sensible thing it did so on this
occasion. I am sorry the Premier has not
accepted the requested amendment, bui I
do nob proposc to test the feeling of the
Comumittee on the subject.

Question put and passed;
amendment not made.

No. 2. The Schedule, third part, column
{1}, (by:—Substitute :—

“Fivepence” for “Sixpence.”
“Sixpence” for “Scvenpence.”
“Sevenpencc” for “Eightpence.”
“Eightpence” for “Ninepence.”
“Ninepence” for “Tenpence.”
“Tenpence” for ‘“Elevenpence.”
“Elevenpence” for “Twelvepence.”

The PREMIER : T move—
That the amendment be not made.

the Council's

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not made.

Resolutions repnrted, the report adopted,
and a wmessage accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Council’s Requested Amendment.

Amendntent requested by the Council now
considered.

In Commitice,

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the RBill.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment ve-
quested by the Legislative Council is as fol-
Jlows :—

The Schedule—second part:—Delete  the
word ‘“ten'’ in the third line of clavse (3},
on page 3, and substitute the word *‘twenty.’’

The PREMIER: What T have said in
conneetion with the Bill we have just
dealt with applies equally to the Bill now
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hefore us.  If the request were complied with,

revenue would suffer a loss of £20,000. That

is too Zreat an amount lightly to cast aside

in these times. Another place has given no

reasons for its request, and we would not

be justified in aceeding to it. I move—
That the amendment he not made,

Hon. C. G. LATHAX: T am nof opposing
the motion, but hope the Premier will make
available rome monev For the assistance of
the wheatgrowers. Some time ago when eer-
tain Bills were before us we pointed ont
that with the money he had available he
ought to be able to render assisianee to
wheat producers.  An  arrangement was
entered into between Western Australia and
the Commeonwealth Government when it was
agreed that the latter Government should
find £2,000,000 for the assistanece of wheat-
growers. 1 think the Premier agreed to find
abont £200.000. T hope this Bill will he the
means of giving the Premier the moncy neces-
gsary to find this much-needed assistance.
Althoungh the harvest has been heavy in parts
of the Suate, assistance will be required in
many instances. Evidently the money
needed will not he forthecoming from the
Commonwealth Government. T know of
eourse, that when the Premier entered into
the arrangement, he did so in good faith.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment not made.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Couneil.

BILL—LOAN, £2,137,000.
Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (ilon. J. . Willeoelk-—
Geraldton) [7.43] in moving the second
reading said: The Bill is necessary to pro-
vide autherity fo raise money for expendi-
ture on works and services as detailed in the
Loan Estimates now hofore the House, ana
to provide further authority to make ad-
vances to the revenue fund to meet the
accumulated deficit. The total amount asked
for is £2,137,000, of which £1,987,060 is for
works and £150,000 for defieit purposes.
The unfunded deficit zs at the 30th June
last amounted to £5,83G,486, and the estim-
ated deficit of £31,288 for the current finan-
cial year will bring it to £€5,861,774 by the
end of June, 1940. TIn previous Loan Acts,
provision was made for temporary advances
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from the general loan fund fo the revenue
fund up to a total of £5,723,000, and auth-
ority is now sought to raise a further
£150,000, so that the anticipated deficit will
be provided for and a small margin made
available for eventualities.

The gstimated Loan expenditure for the
year is £2,210,863, including £122,581
charged t¢ Loan Suspense last year, and,
taking into consideration the unexpired
balaneces of previous authorities, the amount
in this Bill will provide for the whole of
that expenditure, and, in addition, will per-
mit of the works being carried on where
necessary until the 31st December, 1940.
The reason for providing fonds sufficient
for six months’ expeunditure after the close
of the finaneial year, is to prevent the anth-
orities for works in progress becoming ex-
hausted before it is possible to obtain fur-
ther approvals. As members ave aware,
legislation of this natnre is introduced -
most at the end of a session, and so it will
become necessary to mnke further provision
about this time next year. Qur requircments
for the year have been submitted to the
Loan Council for consideration, in conjune-
tion with those of tie other States, and
although the Commonwesalth itself will re-
quire very large amounts for defence, it s
confidently expeeted that sufficient funds
to enable us to earry out our programme
will be made available.

At the reeent Loan Council meeting, ap-
proval was given to the flotation of a pri-
vate loan of £10,000,000 from the Common-
wealth Bank and the trading banks. Appli-
eations for subseriptions to the loan will not
be songht from the publie, and no under-
writing charges or other expenses will be
incurred. The rate of interest is 3L per
cent., and the loan will be repayable in three
equal instalments over three, four and five
vears. That means ic say that one-third
will be paid at the end of three vears, one-
third in four years, and the remainder n
five vears’ time. It is a short-tevm loan ex-
tending over the five-year period, and on
that account the interest rate is lower than
the enrrent charge. Our share of the loan
is £860,000, and this, together with loan
money already provided this vear, should
meet our needs unlil well into the latter
halg of the financial year.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Have vou that addi-
tional loan money in hand?
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The PREMIER: I referred to our share
of the £10,000,000 loan.

Hon. C. G, Latham: But you said some-
thing about other money,

The PREMIER: We have already had
some money this vear.

Hon. C. (i. Latham: Is that in hand?

The PREMIER: It is nearly all spent.
That was the money from the last loan.

Hon. C. G. Lathani: That is the expen-
diture from the 30th June?

The PREMIER: Yes. As [ have said,
our share of the loan will he £860,000, and
that, together with the loan money already
received this year, should eamrry us on Eill
April or May, and by that time a public
loan will be floated te finanee the balance
of the lean programmes and provide a
carrv-over into 1940-41, In addition to the
big conversion operation in December,
1938, two loans were floated by the Com-
menwealth during the last financial year,
one in Febroary and one in May, The
February loan was for £8,500,000, this
Sfate’s share being £924,760. The issue
was at par, with intevest at 37-8 per cent.,
and a eurrency of 17 years, the Govern-
ment having the option of redemption after
15 years. Qur share of the flotation expenses
was £8,205, leaving the net proceeds at
£916,555. The May flotation was for
£4,750,000 at 3.7/8 per cent., the issue price
being £99 aml the Joan maturing in 1935,
the Government again having the option of
redemption twa years earlier.  From Lhis
loan we received in cash £376,864, discount
and expenses amounting to £7,136, making
our total liabilitv £384,000. In addition to
these public loans, the Commonwealth Bank
made available in June, 1939, the sam of
£3,000,000, of which this State reecived
£283,000 in cash, there being no flotation
expenses. Interest is at the rate of 34 per
eent., and the loan is repayahle in 1943.
The Commonwealth Bank again made avail-
able the money at a somewhat lower rate of
interest than that applying to Common-
wealth bonds. In addition to the amounts
I have mentioned, we raised the sum of
£292 855 locally, £228,000 heing our propor-
tion of the increases in depositor’s halanees
in the Commonwealth Savings Bank, and
available to the State under the provisions
of the Savinws Rank Transfer Aet, together
with £64,855 hy means of counter sales.

The total public debt of the State on the
30th June Iast was £95472,600, of which
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amount £45,993,197 was held overseas, and
£49,471,103 in Australia.  Our balance in
the sinking fund amounnts to £350,656,
making a net public debt of £95,112,944, an
inerease of £1,708,214 compared with the
total for the previous year.

With regard to the Bill itself, Clause 6
provides authority for the re-appropriation
of certain moneys, as set out in the Second
Schedule, that sre not now required for the
original purposes, These moneys will be
applied to the various ilems enumerated in
the Third Sehedule. That is all the infor-
mation [ have te place hefore members.
The Bill is the usual type introduecd at
this peried of the year. Members will have
an opportunity le diseuss on the Lonn Esti-
mates all the items of expenditure proposed
and (he Bill now presented to them provides
authority for raiging the neeessary funds in
accordanee with the arrangement made with
the Loan Couneil. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motien hy Hon. C. (. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1939-40.
In Commiltee of Supply.

Resumed from the 7th November; M
Aarshall in the Chair.

Vote—Labour, £1,410.

The CHATRMAN: Before 1 call npon the
Minister to introduce his Estimates, T wish
to remind the Committee thal no Vote is pro-
vided for the State Government Tnsurance
Office, and, should any memhers wish to dis-
cuss matters reiating io that department,
they must do so during the gencral debate
and before we proceed to deal with the
Thvisions.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon,
A. R. G. Hawke—Northam) [7.55]: Among
the many activities of the Department of
Lahonr, the following are very important:—

1. Advising Government and semi-govern-

ment departments on all guestions of an in-
dustrinl character,
Considerable work is involved in that par-
tienlar aclivity. The department is ecalled
upon daily fo give rulings in connection
with provisions contained in various awards
and agrcements under which the different
Government departments operate.
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2. Tuvestigating claims submitted hy
unions and negotiating with the parties con-
cerned for a reasonable settlement of all such
claims.

3. PFixing margins of skill for all new
classes of work as enrried out by Government
and semi-government departments.

4. Inspecting jobs on which disputes have
oceurred, and taking all steps considered
reasonable and necessary for the settlement
of any actuai, or threatened, dispute.

5. Preparing and filing answers to claims
made by unions in the Court of Arbitration,
as they affect Government departments,

6. Attending to all work nssociated with
the application of basic wage adjustments as
they affect the Government.

7: Carrying out investigations and pre-
paring reports in connection with documents
received from the International Labour Office
at Geneva.

During the last financial year. officers of
the Department of Tahour were consulted
in eonnection with a number of industrial
claims. The following were finalised and
rogistered al the Court of Arbitration:—

1. Clerks employed in the State Shipping
Bervice.

2. Cost clerks and timekeepers, amend-
ment of their existing agreement.

3. Clerks employed at the Fremantie Hos-
pital.

4. Country hospital employees.

5. Steam road-roller drivers employed by
the Main Roads Department.

Helpful advice was given in the following
cases i—

1. Bulk handling at Bunbury.

2, Abattoir employees, Perth.

3, State Battery employees.

The Secretary for Labour is also the Gov-
ernment’s advoeate in the Court of Arhi-
tration. That work involves the prepara-
tion of briefs and the taking of cases hefore
the court. It also necessitates the repre-
senting of Government departments before
boards of reference appointed wnder awards
or industrial agreements, and also hefore
certain appeal boards that oporvate in con-
neetion with Government departments.

The following is a hrief summary of the
work earvied out by the Cowrt of Avbitra-
tion durine the vear which enderd the 30th
June Tast:—

Three hundred and seventv-geven plaints
were filed in the Tndustrinl Court, 304 of
which were dealt with; 25 industrial agree-
ments were registered; 10 awards of the
eourt were made by members of the Arbhitra-
tion Court: 18 awards were made by indus-
trial beards operating under the provisions
of the Industrial Arbitration Act; five ex-
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isting awards were amended; 84 decisions
were given by boards of reference.

There were 1,748 apprentices registered as
at the 30th Scptember last, including 271
registered with the Commissioner of Rail-
wavs. There were four stoppages of work
during the last financial year covering the
following industries:—

1. The slaughtering section of the meat
indusiry at Kalgoorlie.

2, The printing office of the ‘*Kalgoorlie
Ainer, !

3. The Ajax gold mining shaft dispute at
Norseman,

+. XNetting and wire
dustry at Lecderville,

manutacturing in-

All the stoppages of work in ruestion were
settled hy negotiation between the organ-
isations representing thie emplovers on the
one hand and the workers on the other.

In counection with the Factories and
Shops Department, the number of factories
registered during 1938 was 2,871, that being
the highest number cver registered in this
State in any one year. The number of
persons employed in factories during the
year was 28,965. Thaose figures inelude
registrations under the Timher Industry
Regulation Act, 1937, Leaving out of con-
sideration the factories registered under the
Timber Industry Regnlation Aet and the
number of persons emploved thercin, the
faetories vegistered in 1938 totalled 2,066,
with 23,133 employees, Judged on a com-
parative basis with any previous year, tho-n
fignres also ereated all-time high records.
Shops and warehonses to the numher of
0,323, providing employment for 35.096
persons, were registered with the depart-
ment in 1938, Those figures are the high-
est ever recorded in this State. During
1938 the following activities were ecarried
out by the officers of the department . —

7,496 inspections of factories,

13,910 inspections of shops nnd warehouses,

3,248 inspections under the Bread Act,
This information T am sure will be of eon-
siderable interest fo the Leader of the Op-
position.

438 inspections under the Tndustrial Arbi-
tration Act.

These inspections resulted in the recovery,
without recourse to prosecution, of under-
paid wages amounting to £286 {for -85
workers,

300 accidents were investigated,
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477 defects or omissions in factories and
shops were dealt with and cor-
rected,

142 inspeetions were made under the Em-
pleyment Brokers Act,

62 reports were made under the Shearers’
Accommodation Aect.

Registration fees payable in respect of
factories and shops in this State are con-
siderably lower than those im the other
States of Australia. The total fees paid
last vear amounted to £2,943. Of that
amount, £128 was obinined as a result of
licenses issned under the provisions of the
Bread Aect. Of swoch licenses 264 at
10s. each have been issued this year.

The main item of inercase in this year's
expenditure, compared with last year’s,
covers the administration of the Wheat Pro-
ducts (Prices Fixation) Act. That Aect
operated for only half of the last finaneial
year, as it did not come into force until
Janoary last.

The Statc Insurance Office was legalised
as from the beginning of this year. The
volume of business transacted by the office
has inereased considerably since that time,
with the result that additional staff has bheen
appointed. A more comprehensive system
of statisties has been initiated with a view
to keeping a closer watch on the experience
of the State office in connection with policies
and claims. Efforts have been suceessfully
made fo obtain closer co-operation helween
doctors and the offieers of the State Insur-
anee Office.  Goldmining towns and other
towns in the country are visited periodieally
by the medical officer of the State Insurance
Office and by other officers as opportunity
permits. Some attention has been given to
the important question of preventing acei-
dents wherever possible,  Far too little
attention, it is considered, has been paid to
this matter in the past. The cost of workers’
compensation to industry in this State could
probably be much redneed without any of
the henefits being affected if emplovers, in-
surance officers and other persons coneerned
gave more study and attention to making
factories, workshops and other places safer
for the workers emploved therein.

In this regard, I was intevested to find
that the Chambers of Manufactures in Vie-
toria and New South Wales conduct insur-
ance business in connection with their
ordinary activities,. The insurance depart-
ments of those chambers provide inswrance
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under the Workers' Compensafion Acts of
those States. As the result of the operations
of those Chambers in the field of accident
insurance, they have been ahle to give lhe
manufacturers of those States mueh cheaper
insurance against aceidents in industry than
was previously offering. The executive offi-
cers of the Chamber of Manufacturers in
Sydney found that after they had been con-
ducting this insurance business for some
time, a number of factories and workshops
were registering a far greater percentage of
aceidents, including serious aceidents, than
were other factories and workshops of a
similar ¢lass. The Chamber then decided to
appoint safety engineers, who would he
attached to the insurance deparfment in
Sydney. Those engineers are employed full
time. They are specially trained men and
visit all the factories in turn, paying special
attention to the faetories and workshops
which showed a high percentage of aeei-
dents, including a number of serious acei-
dents. As a result of the activities of these
engineers, the percentage of accidents, in-
cluding serious accidents, in the factories
and workshops, of Sydney particularly, has
been considerably reduced. T think the time
is long overdue when something of that
nature should be attempted in Western Aus-
tralia. The number of accidents occurring
here appear to be far too high. Outside
the operations of officers employed by some
Government departments, not a great deal
of attention appears to be paid to the matter
of establishing the safest possible eonditions
in our factories and workshops. The ques-
tion seems to me to coneern not only the
Government, hut all emplovers, especially
big employers. It is one that should con-
cern private insurance companies, as well
as the State Insurance Office. I am hopeful
that in the reasonably near future a confer-
ence may be arranged between all those in-
terested in this matter with a view to ascer-
taining whether something cannot be done in
this State along the lines I have suggested.
There is ample room for improvement in the
safety conditions now existing in our fac-
tories, workshops and other places of em-
ployment. If the number of accidents in
industry can be reduced, and the number of
serious accidents also reduced, the cost of
workers' eompensation insurance to indus-
try will be decreased, while the workers will
not lose any of the benefits conferred on
them by the existing legislation.
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The accommodation now available for
HBiate Insurance Office purposes is far too
small, Investigations have heen made with
a view to providing larger and more suit-
able accommedation.

I come now te a consideration of the
activities of the Department of Industrial
Development. As hon. members are aware,
the activities of that department have in-
creased greatly during recenl months.  In
past vears, the department was nof regarded
as one of major importance. It had to re-
ceive whatever time Ministers could devote
to it, and the Ministers concerned had most
of their fime oecupied by departments that
were then considered to be more important.
The vesult was that in past years the efforts
of the department weve more or less spas-
modic. Every now and then a special effort
was made, and some special aetivity was
carried on. When the particular effort or
activity ceased, a period of comparative
quiet followed, during which not very much
was attempted and of course not very much
achieved. As a result of an extension of
Government poliey, the department is now
regarded as one of the most important de-
partments of the State. Generally speaking,
the task of expanding our secondary indus-
tries is helieved fo be one that should be con-
centrated upon nntil the necessary measure
of sueeess has been obtained. Progress will
not be made in a spectacular manner. The
sugrestion has been made that the Govern-
ment’s poliey in this respeet las not during
the present vear led to any substanfial ex-
pansion of our seeondary industries. True,
no substantial expansion of those industries
has taken plice; but anvone aware of the
diffienltics and of the magnitude of the task
could not reasonably have expected that
there would have heen any great expansion
in so short a period.
achieved slowly, quictly and continnously.

The CGovernment has enlisted the aetive
support and co-operation of a number of
individuals and organisations in the carrying
out of this poliey of industrial expansion,
A Counril for the Development of Industries
was established recenily. The members of
the couneil are devoting themselves earnestly
to the virions proposals that have been put
forward from time to time. There are a
special Production Committee and a special
Sales and Propaganda Committee associated
with the work of the council and of the
Departmeni  of Industrial Development.
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Leading represeuntatives of manufacturers,
retail traders, indnsiriai workers, women's
organisations and others ave officially asso-
ciated with the couneil or with one or other
of the committees set np under the council.
It was my pleasure this week to have an
vpportunity to address a number of retail
traders af their invitation. They told me
they were keen to co-operate with the Gov-
crnment and assured me they were anxious
to do evervthing possible fo increase the
sale of locally-made goods in this State.
They admiltest that their interests as retail
traders were as much hound up in the de-
velopment of secondary industries as were
the interests of manufacturers or of anv
other section of the community. When we
find the retail traders so interested and
aroused to the importanee of industrial ex-
pansion, it augurs well for the future of
secondary industries in Western Australia.
There is ulso a committee of four espert
CGovernment officers.  This committee con-
sisting of the (iovernment Anpalyst, the
FEeonomist attached to the Treasury Depart-
ment, the Mechanical Engineer of the En-
gincering Division of the Publie Works De-
partaent, and the Conservator of Forests
has already done good work and will, T am
sore, continne to assist the Government with
technieal advice on proposals for the ex-
pansion of existing indnstries and more par-
ticularly for the estabhshment of new indus-
trirs.  The members of this committee in-
vestigate mainly questions and problems of
a technieal natwre.

The Government vecently created a new
position in the Department of Industrial
Development known as that of Industries
and Works Promotion Engineer. Mr., N.
Fernie, MLE., AMIE., was appointed to
the position and has earried ount very valu-
able work in a short period of time. When
the Goverrmeni appointed Mr. Fernie, there
was a fair amount of eritielsm in the eciby.
Members might recolloet that the Govern-
ment advertised all over Australia to obfain
the services of a man to investigate second-
ary industries in this State and advise the
Government continnally of the eondition of
our industries and the best steps to be taken
to expand them. We veceived applieations
from all over the Commonwealth, Wo gave
the elosest consideration to ecach appliea-
tion. W finally concluded that we had in
our service men fuite s capable as any out-
side who applied for the position. Mr.
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Fernie was not an applicant. The question
of appointing him was diseussed with him
and was also discussed with all these who
were interested and with those who we con-
sidered were able to offer helpful advice.
After weighing the position carefully, the
Government decided that AMr. Fernie was the
best man available. At the last annual meet-
ing of the Chamber of Manufactures the
Leader of the Opposition paid a high com-
pliment to Mr. Fernie, which I greatly ap-
preciated. He said it was the best appoint-
ment the Government had made. I think he
intendert to econvey that ail the appoinitments
made hy the Government were good, but that
this one was the best of all. The eriticism
thal was levelled against the appointment
came from a few manufacturers, a few com-
mereial men and some of the disappointed
applicants.  Most of the eriticism pivoted
on the point that Mr. Fernie was a Govern-
ment emplovee, had been in the service of
the Government for many vears, would be
hound by departmental ideas, would be a
stickler forr what are commonly caliled red-
tape metheds and would lack the necessary
inifiative, courage and discretion to do the
things requived if the secondary industries
of this State were to be expanded. All the
eriticism that was levelled at the time has
since died away. The opinion is unanimous
that the appomntment was a good one and
that Mr. Fernie, in the short period he has
occupied the position, has done execllent
work that is already showing practical re-
sults.

Mr. Boyle: It is the best appointment you
cver made.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: T am
glad the hon. member endorses the opinion
of every supporter of the Government, the
Leader of the Opposition and the member
for Williams-Narrogin. It is pleasing to re-
port that the Retail Traders’ Association
and the Chamber of Commeree, as well as
a number of other organisations, have
officinlly associated themselves with the
endeavours now being made to expand loeal
faetories and workshops. We believe that
those assoeinted with the Chamher of Com-
meree and the Retail Traders’ Associations
have it within their power greatly to assist
in the work of inereasing the sale of loecally-
mannfactured goods. Let me point out that
the Commercial Travellers” Association is
nfficially associated with the department in
its work. We might reasonably have ex-
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pected  that the Chamber of Commerce
would not take sides in a matter of this
kind, particularly as many members of the
Chamber are importers who deal exelusively
in goods brought here from the Eastern
States or from eountries abroad. The Com-
merecial Travellers’ Associalion is eomposed
of men, some of whom handle only local
products, but most of whom handle mainly
gnods that are imported from other States
and other countries, When we find organ-
isations of that kind linking up with the
department and enthusiastie to help in every
possible way, it indicates beyond a shadow
of doubt that a great deal of united cffort
is now being put forward to increase the
sale of local goods and to inereasc the num-
ber of factories and workshops operating
in the State. The new form of organisa-
tion set up, and the activities now being
carried out by the department and the dif-
ferent seetions, have already vesulted in
much eloser co-operation heing established
between the Department of Tndustrial De-
velopment and the Chamber of Manufae-
tnres. That closer eo-operation also exists
hetween the department and individeal manu-
facturers.

A considerable number of inspections of
local factories and workshops has been ear-
ried out in recent months. The secretary
of the department, Mr. A. H. Macartney, and
Mr. Fernie have made most of the inspee-
tions and have ercated much goodwill and
confidence amongst the manufacturers. Valu-
ahle advice has already been given to many
manufacturers regarding the carrying ont of
their operations and in connection with pro-
posals for the expansion of their faetorirs
and workshops. At the end of each month
Mr. Fernic prepares a report covering his
activities. The reports are extremely inter-
esting and indicate not only the possibilities,
hnt also the opportunities in the State for
the expansion of existing industries and the
development of new ones. T am hopefnl
that the monthly reports prepared by Mr.
Fernie will be made available to members in
ovder that they might obtain a clear under-
standing and a full knowledge of what the
department is attempting and is doing, and
thus gain a fuller appreciation of the pos-
sibilities extsting for the further develop-
ment of our seenndary industries.

Mr. Donev: Can von deal with achieve-
ments, ar i< it too early?



{16 Novemser, 1939.]

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I pro-
pose to refer to some of the results that
have been obiained. The Premier, as well
as other Ministers, is partieularly anxious
to see the present policy of industrial ex-
pansion succeed. He has agreed to make
available an amount of £15,000 from this
year's loap funds for financially assisting
proposals put forward from time to fime
for industrial expansion. Some members
might think the amount is not very great,
bnt that sum will cover only the period till
the 30th June next—the end of the financial
vear. It is not the policy or the intention
of the Government to distribute financial
assistance without first making ecareful in-
vestigation and giving all possible con-
siderntion to each application,

It would of course be an easy matter for the
Government to  distribute £100,000 every
vear in connection with factories and work-
shops alrendy established and in connection
with proposals for the establishment of new
industrial enterprises in Western Australin,
During the last three months we could with-
ont any difficulty at all bave distributed any-
where up to £100,000. The Government's
jdea regarding the making of financial assist-
ance available to secondary industries here
is that snch assistance will be made available
only after the most thorough investigation,
and only after the officers of the Department
of Industrial Development and the officers
of the Treasury have completely satisfied
themselves of the justification for making
the particnlar advance. We fecl, and I am
sure every member of this Committee feels,
that the hest and the quickest way to achieve
sueeess is to hasten slowly. We have no
desire to set np new industries which do not
offer a real hope of permanency. We have
no desive substantially and quickly to ex-
pand any existing factory or warchouse un-
less such expansion is based npon the most
solid ground possible. The amount made
available will be nsed carefully in the best
possible direction, and should materially
help to encourage manufaecturers in expand-
ing their present activities,

The annual conference of the Federated
Chambers of Manufactures was held in Perth
during November of last year. An exhihi-
tion of locally manufactured goods was
staged in the Barvack-sireet warchouse of
Messrs. (oode, Durrant & Murray, Ltd.,
dnring the period that conference was being
held. The four floors and basement of the
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warehonse were tully ocecupied by exhibits,
and the attendance exceeded 70,000. Hon.
tmembers will understand that 70,000 differ-
ent individuals did not attend. Some per-
song attended more than once. The total
attendance during the period the exhibition
was open numbered 70,000. Delegates from
the Eastern States to the econference in ques-
tion were considerably impressed with the
exhibition. During the last few months ex-
hibitions have also been beld at Kalgoorlie,
Boulder, Northam and Geraldton. Loecal
Products Week efforts were staged at Nor-
tham und at Geraldton with execllent vesults,
The department again co-operated with the
Empire Shopping and Leeal Produets Coun-
cil in the organisation of Empire Shopping
Week, during whiech 20,000 posters and
100,000 leaflets were distributed throughout
the State. As an instance of the value of
the department’s work it is pointed out that
2 huyer from Malayn wasz reecently put in
touch with local mannfacturers, several ex-
port orders heing thus secured. Tt is alzo
gratifying to be ahle to report that sub-
stantial repeat orders have since been ve-
ceived.

Some little time ago the deparlinent eir-
eularised manufacturers for the purpose of
obtaining information regarding the type of
articles produced by each manufacturer and
the brands under whieh they are sold.
Almost 400 yeplies have been received from
the 580 manufacturers who were cireulavised.
Other valuable information was also sujr-
pliecd by many of the manufacturers, and
additional veplies are still being reeeived.
When the returns are regarded as being eomn-
plete, the department will possess a com-
prehensive index of sccondary industries
operating in the State. It is proposed to
issue in book form an anthoritative list of
goods manufactured here, together with the
brands under which they are sold, in an
endeavour further to educate the public re-
garding the extent and value of articles
manufactured in Western Auslralia. The
Federal Department of Commerce now has
an office in Perth. Tt has taken over the
secretaryship of the Advisory Committee on
Enstern Trade, which work was previously
carried out by the Seceretary of the Depart-
ment of Industrial Deveiepment, Mr. Mae-
artney.  Contact is stili being maintained
with that committee, as Mr. Macartney is
now a member of it

Successful action was recently taken by
the department to bring under the notice of
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the Federal authoritics the snitability of
fibrous plaster for certain defence works at
Darwin, in connection with whieh an article
not manufactured in Western Australia was
specified in the contract. As a result of this
action, a substantial order for fibrous plaster
was placed with local manufacturers, and
fibrous plaster was used instead of the
eastern product which it was intended
in the first instance to adopt. Following
representations made by the department to
a local amthority concerning difficulty that
was being experienced as to the extension
of its battery manufacturing activities by
2 company manufacturing batteries in
Perth, the difficulty was overcome. It is
believed that the company in question is
likely to make a further extension of its
activities in the near future. Again, the
interests of local manufacturers have been
conserved by the retention in the State of
serap lead that was previously being ex-
ported fo other States, and in some eases
to other conntries. If action had not lien
taken to prevent its continuced export, local
industrial activity would have been quite
seriously hampered.

Now as regards dumping. A widespread
opinion has developed in Western Aus-
tralia suggesting that there is little or no
hope of industrial expansion here so long
as big manufacturing eoncerns in the other
States are in a position to send their goods
here and sell them at any price whatever. T
am of opinion that the fear of dumping
has been the strongest factor operating
against the expansion of seeondary indus-
tries in this State. Tn fact, the fear of
dumping has been a far greater militating
factor against our secondary industwies
than any actual dumping that has ocenrred.
Dumiping has to a large extent bheen a
bhozev, which has heen exploited for a dozen
and one reasons, Jt has been exaggevated
to such an extent as fo ereate a great deal
of fear in the minds not only of Western
Australinn  manufaeturers but  also  of
prople with money to invest here. During
reeent months the dfficers of the deparvt-
ment have invited loeal mannfacturers to
make available instances of dumping fo the
Department of Manufactures here.  The
officors of that department have earried
out indquiries in evervy conceivable diree-
tion for the purpose of obtaining informa-
tion, and if possible, proof of dumping
activities operated against this State hy
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manofacturers in other States. I am con-
vinced that if we can destroy, or to a large
extent destroy, the fear of dumping we shall
have taken a great step forward in our
poliey of industrial expansion. We took
the opportunity to make personal contact
with the Minister for Customs, Mr. Lawson,
wlen he was in Western Australin a few
wecks ago.  We discussed this particular
matter with Mr. Lawson, and the general
question of expanding Western Australian
secondary industries was also referred to.
The Minister for Customs was more than in-
terested. Ho was quite friendly, and as.
sured us that if we could at any time pro-
vide him with proof of dumping he would
take effectual steps to bring such activities
to an end. I might be wondered what
steps he conld take, with the Common.
wealth Constitution as it is.  Every see-
ondary industry operating in Australia
operates under tariff protection. Tt is my
opinion that a word from the Minister for
Customs to an Bastern States manufactprer
would hwve sufficient moral influence to
bring about a cessation of dumping aetivi-
tics on the part of the manufacturer con-
cerned.

My. Needham: You are leaning on a
very broken reed there.

The MINTSTER FOR LABOUR: 1 was
not aver-optimistic that the Minister for
Customs would he able to aehivve the re-
sults which he suggosted to us he could and
would achieve whenever we provided him
with proof of dumping activities; but I am
glad to admit in this Chamber tonight that
he ¢an do what he said he conld do. I am
alzo glad to state—whieh is more import-
ant still—that he did do what he said he
wonld do. We did discover an instance of
dumping, mul a most glaring instance, sub-
sequently to the visit of the Minister for
Customs to Western Anstralin. A loeal
firm which was manufacturing cleetrie eon-
duit piping experienced repeated under-
cutling of prices by Fastern States firms
whieh were dumping their preduets into
Western Australia.  They were selling ron-
duitz in Melhourne at 9s. 3d. per 100ft.
and were selling the same eonduit to traders
in Perth at 7s. per 100{t.  The question
wnx taken up with the Commonwenlth Gov-
crnment by the department, and action ha<

heen taken to proteet the inter-
of the loeal firm. As a result the

siree
ests
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local firm bhas overcome most of iis
dilliculties and has extended its range of
manufacture. It is- now exporting its
own product to the Fastern States, at
25. 3d. per hundred feet less than they were
selling it for in the State where it was
heing manufactured.

Mr. Warner: Plus freight?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Plus
nothing. They were selling it in Perth
to distributors at 7s. per hundred fect, and
in Melhourne at 9s. 34. per bundred feet.
The hon. member may be suggesting that
not only should the price be the same as
in Melbourne, but that it should be addi-
tional on account of the freight and other
chorges that have to be met by the manu-
facturers when they send an article to this
State.

Mr. Doney inlerjected

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I have
never known the member for Williams-
Narrogin to be so impatient as he is this
evening. 1 assure the hon. member that 1
have given a great deal of time and atfen-
tion to the preparation of this statement,
and I assure him that all the information
he wants will be given to him in good
time. The question was taken up by the
department with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment through the Minister for Customs,
and acfion has since heen taken to protect
the interests of the local company. As a
result, the local eompany is now overcom-
ing most of its diffieulties by reason of its
being able to compete on a fair basis in the
local market with the Eastern States manu-
facturers. It has not only been assisted to
earry on the activities it was engaged in,
but it has been placed in the position of
being able to instal additional machines
for the purpose of manufacturing other
sizes, with the result that it is now in a
position to supply the whole of the re-
quirements of the loeal market, which it is
doing. Further, and more important still,
it is exporting condnit piping to the East-
ern Siates and, so far as I have been able
to ascertain, it is selling the piping in the
Eastern States at a fair price, So I desire
to pay a tribute to the Minister for Cus-
toms and the other Ministers of the Federal
Government for the interest they have
shown and for the measure of help they
have given in that direction. No doubt
every member of the House could give in-
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stunces of where the Federal Government
has not assisted as mueh as it could and
should have done. I might give many in-
stances myself of where the Federal Gov-
ernment might have done more, especially
in connection with defence contracts that
have been let in recent times; hut whevever
we find that local manufacturers have not
reeeived the consideration we believe they
should have reccived, we make immediate
direct representations to the Federal auth-
orities and those representations are care-
fully considered. In several instances the
right thing, from our point of view, has
heen done.

Mr. Hughes: Section 92 of the Federal
Constitution has been dethroned.

The MINISTER FOR TABOUR: I
would not say that Section 92 has been
dethroned; I would say that to some ex-
tent a track has been built around it. Mem-
bers of the Government are to have
brought under their notice any instances
of actual dumping. We are satisfled that
if any such instances are brought under our
notice, action can be taken that will have
the resuit of effectively improving the posi-
tion. There is the difficulty, of course, of
having to decide where strong competition
ends and dumping begins, I doubt whe-
ther there is any member in this House
or any person outside of it who could draw
a clear line in regard to any article and
say that fair and strong competition ends
there and dumping commences here.

Mr. Hughes: Is it not always dumping
where an article is sold at less than the
price it brings in its home market?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I con-
sider that is dumping, and we have sug-
gested to the Commonwealth Grants Com-
mission that it should investigate the ques-
tion on that hasis.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Then we are dump-
ing our hutter in England and selling it at
less than the price consumers here pay.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! Interjections
are highly disorderly.

The MINISTER FOR TLABOUR: We
may dump certain goods in other parts of
the world just as other countries domp
goods into our country, and they do dump
their goods into our country. But the
comparison is not in my opinion logieal.
All the States of Australia are operating
under the one policy so far as secondary
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industries are concerned and we should

resist that with all the power at
our command. The tariff policy in
Australia, as we all know, has bene-

fited mainly New South Wales and
Vietoria and has acted to the detriment
of Western Australin, South Australia and
perhaps to some extent Queensland and
Tasmanin, I think that the Federal Gov-
ernment particularly is not only entitled to
take whaiever action is possible to even up
the benefits and to wipe away the disparities,
but I think it is its bounden duty to do
whatever lies in its power in that direction.
I am convinced that the members of the
Federal Grants Commission will make what-
ever representations it is within their power
to make with the objeet in view of seeing
that the smaller States do reeceive a better
share of the benefits which undoubtedly flow
from the operation of the tariff policy in
connection with the secondary industries of
Australia. Anyone would be foolish indeed
if he did not realise and admit that there
arc many difficulties existing in Western
Australia regarding secondary industries.
There are natoral difficnlties. T propose
briefly to deal with the major difficulties that
face us. The small population of this
State compared with the populations of New
South Wales and Victoria is a very great
diffienlty. A further difficulty from our
point of view is that New South Wales and
Victoria became the home of Australian
secondary industries many years ago. The
third diffienlty is that the secondary indus-
tries of New South Wales and Vietoria are
supported by a eonsiderable amount of capi-
tal, and they are tremendcusly pewerful.

Mr. Sampson: And they have bhig local
markets,

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I think
I made that point clear when I was dealing
with the first difficulty. Another diffieulty is
that the secondary indusiries of those States
have been developed on the basis of supply-
ing their loca! markets plus the markets
that conld he won in the other States. There
is also the diffieulty of local secondary in-
dustries in meeting competition of goods sent
to this State by the powerfully established
secondary industries of New South Wales
and Vietoria. The amount of money avail-
able in Western Australia for investment is
comparatively small. That applies not only
to the ameunt of money available for invest-
ment in secondarv industries, it applies to
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the amount of money available for invest-
ment in anything,

Mr. Lambert: De Bernales got a little of
it.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I very
much doubt whether all of the money or half
of it oblained by the person in question was
local meney.

Mr. Hughes: It was all English money.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: It is
true that the amount of money available in
this State for investment in any industry is
small and rertainly comparatively small when
we take into consideration States such as
New South Wales and Vietoria. There is
the additional diffienlty that persons in this
State with money to invest hesitate to place
1t in sccondary industries either established
or proposed to be established. T have al-
ready dealt with that point. T believe that
most persons with money to invest in Western
Australia have been seared out of investing
it in secondary industries because of the fear
of dumping that has been developed in the
minds of nearly every persen in the State.

I turn now to a brief consideration of the
advantages existing in this State for the ex-
pansion of our secondary industries and for
the establishment of new industrial activities.
The present volume of imports of manufae-
tured and semi-manufactured goods from
Eastern Australia is valued at £13,000,000
per annum. An additional amount of
£6,000,000 is spent each year on similar
goods imported from overseas. The exist-
ence of a large local market is thus demon-
strated. 1 think that is one of our greatest
advantages and it is one that is being ex-
ploited to the fullest possible extent for the
purpose of bringing about an extension of
existing factories and workshops and also
trying to interest people in the guestion of
establishing in this State industries which
at present do not operate here.

The total value of the output of loeal
factories and workshops in 1938-39 was
almost £20,000,000, the value added in
the course of production heing £8,562,000,
and the wages paid to 23,000 employees
amounting to £4,740,000. It will be seen
that the total value of local outpnt of manu-
factured goods is practically the same as
the total value of similar goods imported
into the State from the Eastern States and
other countries of the world. It becomes
obvicus therefore that the amount of money
we spend each year on importing semi-
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manufactured and totally manufactured
goods provides us with a great opportunity
to extend loeal manufacturing aectivities and
establish new activities of an industrial
character.

Among the goods imported are to be
found many articles—Ffood-stuffs, elothing,
footwear, and other evervday necessities. I
have had two statements prepared.  One
deals with the increase of imports from East-
ern Austratia in the yvear 1937-3B compared
with the vear 1929-30. The other deals with
the decrease of imports in 1937-38 compared
with 1929-30, Those years were chosen for
the parpose of ecomparison beeause the price
level of last vear is fairly elose to the price
level of 1929-30. The main items which
show an inerease of imports are dried milk,
confectionery, tinned frunit, bottled beer,
bulk bheer, tohacco in manufactured form,
cignrettes, silk stockings, wireless receivers,
mining machinery and motor hodies. The
main items in connection with which there
has been a decrease of imports are buiter,
¢heese, hacon and hams, tinned meat, con-
densed milk, jams, hoots and shoes and his-
cuits.

Hou. N. Keenan: Have you any clothing
figures?

The MINISTER FOR TLABOUR: T will
quote some figures relafing to elothing at a
tater stage, and if the hon. member desires
any information in addition to that, T shall
be pleased to make it available to him at
any time.  Obviously mueh additiounl
activity in the manufactuwre of manx of the
items mentioned conld and showld be earried
out in this State. The faef that plenty of
cheap land is available in and close fo the
Pecth City aren, ix an important advantage.
espeeially as all the land ean easily he served
by existing railways, roads, water and power
sapplies and other essential facilities. A
growing conscionsness among the people of
fhe State regarding the necessity of sup-
porting neeessary loeal indnstries is prob-
ably the greatest advantage of all.  The
determination of the Government to assist
financially and otherwize in promoting in-
dustrial expansion in the State iz alse a con-
siderable advantage.

I have here a tahie that indicates the poee-
eentage of loeal production to tofal loeal
consumption in connection with a number
of mannfactured articles, all of which ean
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be regarded as necessities.
as follows:—

The fizures are

Per cent.
Cheese . .. .. .. 31
Tobaceo .. . .. .. 10
Confectionery .. .. .. 39
Piekles and snuces .. .. .. 32
Jams and jellies .. .. .o 20
Boots and shoes ‘e ‘e .. 30
Hats and caps .. .. 27

Paints and varnishes
Textiles and textile goods

Althongh some of those ligures are dis-
appointing inasmuch as they show that we
import more than 50 per cent. of our total
local consumption, some of the figures will
be informative as indicafing that factories
and workshops arc operating in this State
and manufaeturing quite a substantial pro-
portion of our total loecsl requireincnts.
There has been an idea abroad thai manu-
facturing in Western Australia is unprofit-
able. A  widespread belief has cexisfed
amongst the people of our State that our
faetories and workshops are of no signifi-
cance, that they are twopenny half-penny
affairs and more or less out-of-date, that
what they do produce is either too dear in
priee or duite hopelass in quality. T wish
it were possible for every man and woman
in Western Australia to have an opportunity
of carcfally inspecting every industrial
establishment within the metropolitan area.
I am sure that would be the best form
of cdueation they could possibly have
regarding the value and the strength of
our sceondary industries and the great
need that exists for their cxpamnsion. The
transport and ofher ensts that have to he met
by manufacturers in the Fastern States in
sending manufactured and semi-manufac-
tured goods to Western Auwstralia is an ad-
vantage to us that has been inereased as a
resuld of the war.  Praetieally every cost
associated with the sending of goods from
the Fastern Staier to Western Anstralia has
heen inerensed, that is, where the goods are
sent by sea. [nterstate =hipping Freights
have been increased, T think, some 13 per
eent. T admit I would not become very
frantic if they were incrensed 35 per cent.
or 50 per cent.

Mr. Lambert: Railway freights operate
against us.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Rail-
way freights are another matter and they
have not been inereased in recent months.

Mr. Lambert: Ten per cent,
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The MINISTER FOR LABQUR: Be-
iween Kalgoorlic and Perth they have been
increased in connection with certain items.

Mr. Sewmrd: Very important items, too.

The MINISTER ¥FOR LABOUR: I am
not eoncerned about the increases in rail-
way freights between Melbourne and Kal-
goorlie and Adelaide and Kalgoorlie. If the
railway freights between Adelaide and Kal-
goorlie inereased 25 per cent., I am afraid
I could not join in any protest about it.

Mr. Seward: There would he some justifi-
calion for onr increases then.

[Mr. Withers took the Chair.]

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Chief Tnspector of Factories recently com-
piled a list of new factories estnblished and
registered under the Farctories and Shops
Act sinee the lst January last. 'The number
of new factories and shops so registered is
73 On the surface that might almost justify
our throwing oar hats in the air and saying
we have achieved marvellous progress during
the vear, but if any hon. member is inchned
to hecome over-cithusiastie, I would ask him
to wait unti] T complete the statement 1 have
to make abont this matfer. The number of
persons emploved in those factories is 223,
made np of 197 males and 26 females. It
will he seen that the average number of
emplovres per new faetory is not very high.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They all have a smnall
heginning, you know.

The MINISTER FOR 1.ABOUR: They
do. A very important fact was elicited as a
result of onr investigation of the persons
employed.  'We found that a far greater
number of males were employed in the fae-
tories than females. In these days when the
male is heing displaced from so many oceu-
pations it is satisfving to learn that in the
field of secondury industries the number of
males emploved is far greater than the nmm-
her of females. That appears to me ta be
an important peint and shoull move us to

greater effort in the task of extending our

secondary industries, Many of the now fae-
tories established and registered this year are
comparatively unimportant. The whole of
them show an average in employment of only
three persons per factory. The greatest
number emploved in any of the new fac-
tortes is 20, and they arr employed n the
skin dryving industry being carried on at
South Fremantle by Westralian Farmers
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ltd.  Nevertheless, several of the factories
established this year offer good prospects of
advaneement,  With reasonable eare and
attenbion some cf them might easily expand
to quite substantial proportions in fhe not
distant future.

1l have already made brief reference
to defenece contracts. Several defence
contracts have been reccived by fae-
tories and workshops in  this  State,
and the obtaining of those eontracts
has been of considerable assistance to
the factories and workshops concerned.

Industrial enterprise that has benefited most
from defence contracts is that operated at
Albany, namely, the woollen mills. Just
prior te his death, the late Dr. Simpson,
who for many years was Government
Analyst, prepared maps showing the distri-
bution of gold, copper, lead, tin, tantalum,
niohium, iron, arsenic and eoal in this State,
The maps were prepared this year, and ave
therefore uwp to date. They have heen
printed, and copies have been forwarded to
the Department of the Prime Minister at
Canberra. We believe the deposits of the
minerals mentioned are such as to offer a
solid basis for the development of much ad-
ditional industrial activity., More than likely
war conditions will give us greater oppox-
funities to expnloit those partienlar deposits
than were available to us previously.

When the war commenced, many people
expressed the opinion fthat the Government’s
poliey of seeking to expand industrial activ-
ity would have to be set aside. They had
an idea that war conditions would eripple
any attempt made to promote industrial ex-
pansion in this State. The members of the
Government held an entirely opposite view,
helieving that the advent of war conditions
would assist efforts for the prometion of our
seconflary industries rather than hinder them.
Cortainly war conditions have already made
it verv difficult and very costly to bring
semi-manufactured and manufactured goods
here from other eountries of the world. That
faet in iftself gives our secondary industries
eonsiderable opportunity to make progress
where progress micht otherwise have heen
impossible. There is the further fact that
many af the faetories and workshops in the
Fastern States are aperating almest com-
pletely for the purpose of sunplying the
recuirements of the Defence Denartment.
The factories in auestion will not be ahle
to supply the needs of the civil population



[16 Xovemeer, 1939.]

in the KEastern States with the lines they
produce. If they are, by special effort, able
to mect those requirements, it is reasonably
vertain that they will not have the same sur-
plus of production as they had previously
to semd to Western Australia. So I think
we shall not only find it more difficult to
obtain semi-manufactured and manufactured
goods from overseas during the period of
the war, but ghall have more difficulty in
obtaining such goods from FEastern States.
That will not apply lo every line of second-
ary produetion, but it wiil apply to a eon-
siderable number of ltines. Thus there seems
to he a further and considerable opportunity

for the factories and workshops of this
State to progress.
The member for Nedlands (Hon. N,

Kecenan) asked the position regarding eloth-
ing,  Speiking from memory, the people
of Western Australia last year sent
£1,350,000 to the Eastern States for the pur-
chase of wearing apparel. Other textile
productions and other articles of clothing
woere purchased both interstate and overseas,
and the value of our total imports of wear-
ing apparel, including boots and shoes, hats
and ecaps, wounld, T believe, reach mneariy
£2,000,000 2 year. In that field we believe
there is some opportunity for progress in
this State. Members must bear in mind,
however, that competition in the elothing
brade is partieularly fierce. Competition in
the clothing trade in Sydney and in Mel-
hourne, hy one manufacturer against an-
other, is feree. Competition between mann-
facturers in the clothing trade in Perth is
fatrly flerce. Seemingly this is a trade in
which fierre competition always exists. Some
of the information given to us in Mel-
bourne a few months awo, if true, was such
ns to indieate that all sorts of undesirable
practices operate in the frade in Vietoria
and, to a lesser extent, in the teade in Now
SRauth Wales,

The Minister for Lands reminds me that
we exnort arvticles of loeally-made elothing
ta the Eastern States. The exnort of mann-
fartured clothine to the Eastern States is
fairlv considerahle. and the quality of the
locallv-made articles is nuife eannl to that
nf goods mannfactured in the Eastern States.
and the priees are compebitive. T asked a
loeal manufacturer of clothing to see me the
other dav. hecause T had had an experience
in a shop that T thonght warranted my hav-
ine a disenssion with him. T went to a shop
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and asked to see some locally-made shirts.
Several brands were produced, some of
which [ knew were locally made. One brand
put up in a cellophane wrapping was guite
a nice-looking production, and the price and
everything else appeared to be right.

Mr. Cross: Was it made in Germany?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: No, it
was made very close to the hon. member's
district, and I think some of his constituents
work in the factory, so he had better hesi-
tate hefore making nasty remarks about
those shirts. T questioned the shop assistant
three times as to whether the shirts were
in fact locally-made, and he assured me that
they were, and gave me the name and ad-
dress of the manufacturer. When the manu-
facturer came to sec me, T asked him why
he did not mark or brand his shirts to indi-
¢nte that thev were made in this State. He
replied, “If T did that, my local sales would
prohably decline 50 per cent. It would he
very dangerous on my part to allow the
people of Western Australia to know that
those shirts ave made here. So long as
people do not know, they buy them, praise
them, recommend them to their friends, and
are satisfied in every way.”

Mr. Watts: How will von overcome that?

The MINISTEE FOR LABOUR: The
only way to do so is by every means pos-
sible to edueate the people of Western Aus-
tralia to develop some faith in their own
State and the possibility of industrial pro-
duction loeally. T had the pleasure Iast
night of opening a factory erected by
Claude Neon, Ltd., on Stirling Highway,
Claremont.  That company manufactures
Nean lights that arve used for advertising
purposes.

Mr. Seward:
time?

The MINISTER FOR TLABOUR: No, but
T was doing a different class of work. I
should really hnve heen here. The faetory
is n fine modern strueture, both inside and
outside. It has been erected upon a large
bloek. and there is still plenty of land
available for future extension. The com-
pany intends to make further extensiens
in the not distant future. Another im-
portant proposal it has in mind is the
establishment of a poreelaining plant in
this State. That is a new development in
connretion with Neon sign  advertising,
The company reecently established a similar
plant at its works in Sydnev, at a cost of

Were you working over-
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£060,000. It will not establish so hig a
plunt here, but the poreelaining undertak-
ing will be a further step forward in indus-
trial expangion in YWestern Australia.

1 mentioned a little while ago that we
exported to the Eastern States certain art-
icles of elothing manufactured in Western
Australia. Wo export to those States con-
fectionery, cigarettes, tobacco, cigarette
papers, eigars, boots and shoes, condensed
milk, and a number of other manufactured
articles,

Mr. Patrick: The imports of preserved
milk have increased.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: If one
asks in a confeetionery shop in the East-
ern States for a box of chocolates, one is
invarviably given those manufactured by
Plaistowes.

Hon. C. fi. Latham: I like that advertise-
ment. I wish that was true. I went to
ong shop in Sydney and was given Nestle’s
chocolates.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I do
not say that this applies to every shop in
the Eastern States; some of them are
owned by Nestle’s, and others by Mae-
Robertsen’s.

Hon. €. (. Latham: The Government
railway refreshment rooms would be a good
place in which to stock these ehocolates.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
confectionery manuiactured by Plaistowe’s
and sent to the Eastern States finds a good
market, and is highly praized. In our own
State people are continnally buying im-
ported confectionery.

Mr. Patrieck: In many shops in Perth
one cannet buy the loeal article.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: If we
are going to take up the attitude that we
cannot buy local artieles in our shops, we
might as well ceasc every attempt to develop
our secondary industries. If they are de-
termined about it the people of this State
can get the loeal arlicle in any shop in
Woestern Australia.

Mr. Boyle: They could force the posi-
tion.

Mr. Warner: People have only to ask
for the Jocal artiele, to get it.

The MINISTER FOR LABQUR: In Nor-
tham several hounsewives determined that
they would get such loeal articles as they
required in the shops of the town. They
mayv have wanted sauces, jams, chocolates,
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or anything else.  Almost without excep-
tion their orders were filled by the im-
ported goods, despite the faet that they
had stipulated that they wanted locally
made artieles. The housewives promptly
sent a message to the storekeeper in ques-
tion, telling Lim to send his van to remove
the goods he had consigned to them., The
storekeepers generally were told that if
they conld not supply loeally manufactured
goods, those goods would be obtained from
the city. The result is that today one can
go into any shop in Northam and procure
locally made goods, and in many instances
it is not necessary to stipulate the loeal
article because that is the frst thing of-
fered. If a shopper wants the Fastern
States product he must ask for it. Y& is
no use saying it is impossible to get the
locally manufactured product in our shops,

Alr. Patrick: I did not say that, but
that manyv shops in Perth did not stoek
them.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: T ad-
mit that. 1t i= the fanlt of the consum-
ing public that <hops do not stock the loeal
article.

My, Patreiek: T agree.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: If is
high time that every man and woman in
this State, who desires to see progress made
here, who wants to see more opportuni-
ties for employment offered to our young
people, tanght the shopkecpers or store-
koepers concerned a lesson. The consumers
conld elose up any shop if the shopkeeper
refused to stock locally made goods. Tt

is within the hands of every man and
woman, the buyers of the goods, to de-
termine that alt the shops in the State

shall not only stoek locally made articles
but do everything possible to increase their
sales to customers. A great deal more could
be said regarding secondary industries, but
I Qo not propose to say anything further
concerning them at this stage. 1 shall he
plrased to give whatever information is in
my possession to assist members during the
defailed disenssion of the Estimates..

1 come now to a hrief consideration of
the Child \Welfare Deportment. That deals
with infant life protection, the lezal ade.-
tion of ehildren, the investigation of com-
plaints of ill-treatment of children, the
supervision of children placed in orphan.
ames and industrial sehools, the snpervision
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of children boarded oui with foster pur-
euts and foster mothers, and also thoze re-
leased on probation by the Children’s
Courts. It grants assistance to women
upon whom children are dependent, to un-
married mothers, and provides legal aid io
such women to assist them to obtain affilia-
tion orders whenever possible. Qutdoor re-
lief to those in distress through sickness
is provided. The department supervises
the street trading of children, and has of-
fences eommitted by childven up to the age
of 18 dealt with fhrough the Children’s
Conrts, It has probationary snd preventive
work carried out in conncetion with ¢hil?
ren, and deals with the establishment of
children’s courts in the country and the anp-
pointment of members thereto. It excreises
control over children performing in public.
At the 30th June last 594 wards of the de-
partment were eared for in various insti-
tutions. The departmental subsidy was
being paid to instilutions for each of these
children.  The numher of children at ser-
viee and in training was 324, and the nmm-
herv of those with relatives and others with-
ot subsidy was 464, The childven with
mothers receiving allowances, bhul not bheing
wards of the department, numberved 2,572
The number of childven under six years of
age placed out with licensed foster mothers
and licensed institntions and paid for by
relatives was 134, There were 331 children
on probation from Children’s Courts and
industrial schools. Tn addition to the insti-
tutions that have been operating for a
number of years, a new Preshyterian Home
for Children is now being operated at By-
ford. That home was officially opened a
few weeks ago. Only a small number of
children is being cared for in that home at
present, but the number will increase as time
goes on. Assistance was rendered hy the
department to 1,157 families, 394 incapaei-
tated husbands and 2,572 children, or a
fotal of 4,123 persons as at 30th June last.
The position at that date, as compared with
the position at 30th June, 1938, disclosed
an inerease of 10 eases, with a decrease of
45 persons in the number receiving assist-
ance. The number of women upon whom
children were dependent, in receipt of assist-
ance on the 30th June of this year was 1,050.
The main groups concerned were—widows
354, women with ineapacitated hushands
304, and deserted wives 179. Assistance was
heing given to 2,580 children who were not
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wards of the department. At the end of
the last finaneial year the number of child-
ven licensed to carry on street trading was
283. Of those licensed, 210 were between
12 and 14 yenrs of age, the remainder, 73,
being Letween 14 and 16 years of age,

The number of children at the Fairbriage
Farm School during the financial year 1939-
1940 averaged 125 per month. That institu-
tion is subsidised on the following bsis: the
British Government provides 5s., the Com-
monwealth Government 3s. 6d., and the
State Qovernment also 3s, 6d, per child per
week.

Mr, MeLarty: The number at the Fair-
bridge Farm School is decreasing.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes,
on account of the war. The subsidies are
paid for the childven until they reach 14
vears of age, It is anticipated that expendi-
ture of the Child Welfare Department will
he £130,400 during the ecurrent finaneial
vear, ns against an actual expenditure of
£126,309 during the last fingncial year. The
main item of inerease in expenditure covers
the inereased rates of assistance granted by
the Grovernment to widows and others with
small families as from November of lact
yeavr. The next to last thing I want fo do is
to offer my hLeartfelt thanks to the Premier
and Treasuver for the fact that it is not my
responsibility this year fo introduce and deai
with the Estimates of the Departmens of
Employment., My last duty is the one [ noew
perform, of moviug the first item.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) {9.40]: After
listening to the long but highly interesting
address of the Minister, I should have liked
& little more time to consider all that he has
said; but in the absence of that facility I
shall do my best to make a few observations
divectly and indirectly concerning his de-
partment, with a view to placing my views
on certain subjects before members of the
Committee. The Minister’s prineipal occu-
pation, it appears, is to encourage secondary
industries in Western Australia. With that
desire we are, doubtless, all in complcie
accord. He has set ont this evening his
opinion of the advaniages and disadvant-
ages, respectively, which he in his eapacity
as Minister for Industrmal Development hag
to encounter in his jol. One thing I think
he did not mention, and that was the ahso-
lute necessity for the furning out of high-
qaality products of all kinds by our loeal
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manufactarers. I do noi suggest that there
are not high-quality products being turned
out at the present time; but there have come
under my notice, and Aoubtless thore have
come under the notice of other members of
this Committer, products turned out by loeal
mavufactnrers which in ne way weve com-
parable with fthose that have come from
other places. T in any degrec at all that
state of affairs cxists, then there is little
doubt that the Minister's task will be made
harder.

The Minister for Labour: It has been
greatly facilitated in recent years.

Mr. WATTS: T admit that too: but the
Minister’s task will he made still harder, for
it is a strange thing that the low reputation
of even one solitary article will travel fur-
ther und be more known o the public than
the good reputation of numerous articles.
Nor is there any justification for any low
quality in the products of manufaciurers in
this State, so far as [ see. We have all omr
raw materials of loeal production as good in
quality as ean be found in any aother part of
the world. T am not inclined fo believe that

our workmen are not of calibre equal to the

calibre of workmen clsewhere; and so it
scems to me that all that is required is a
_desive on the part of the manufacturer fairly
to compete with the prodnets of other manm-
facturers, and the cquipment nceessary for
him to do so. Tt is admitted that there may
be times when a manufacturer is in diffienlty
financially remavding the mecessary equip-
ment; and T have no donbt that it is partly
for this reason—that finaneial assistance may
he given in cases where it is deserved—that
the Minister has made preparation for a ecer-
tain amount to be appHed in helping those
who are endeavouring to start or promote
secondary industries here. The hon. gentle-
man made some veference to aetion that
“ould he and was heing taken by the Fed-
eral Minister for Customs for the prevention
of dnmping where it could be proved to have
taken place in cases such as that quoted hy
the Minister. The Minister assured us that
he would give us the complete story: but up
to the present, ~o far as I ean remember, he
has net told us what the Trderal Minister
for Customs did. Tf it has not been wrapped
up, a8 a great many Federal matters have
been during recent months, in the veil of
seereey, perhaps the Minister will be kind
enough—shontd he, as I hope he will, reply
o this discussion—to inform the Commitice

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the nulure of the action taken by the Min-
ister for Customs,

The AMinister for Labour: [ presume he
carpeted  the Eastern States manufacturer
concerned.

Mr. WATTS: If that was all the aetion
that eonld he taken—and T was at a loss Lo
understand what Jogislative or adwministrn-
tive action other than that was practieable —
I do not feel well assured as fo the absence
of fear of dumping in regard to ovr sec-
ondary industries in the fulure.

The Minister for Labour: What does the
farmer do when the bank carpets him§

Mr. WATTS: His position by no means
compnares with that of the manufacturer be-
fore ihe Minister for Customs, because it is
most unlikely (hat the latter will take off the
duty, which would affeet, in all probability,
a large munher of others as well, in order
to deal wilh a minor ease such as the Minis-
ter mentioned. T still feel, as I did when the
Minister made his statement, that there will
he considerable difficulty to be overcome by
him, in his cfforts te promote secondary in-
dustrios, for the prevention of dumping. If
any meanz ¢an bhe found to overcome that
practice, it is definitely desirable that such
means shall be used, and I join with the
Minister In expressing appreciation of the
offorts by the Federal Minister for Customs,
and express the hope that his efforts will be
eontinnad and will prove as effectual as ap-
parently they were in the present instance.

With reference to the operations regarding
workers’ compensation insurance and of the
State Government Insurance Office, the
Minister vemarked upon the large number
of aceidents thal oecur in Western Australia
as eompared with the other States. Members
may remember that previously some discus-
sion took place in this Chamber regarding
the adverse comments of the Federal Girants
Commission on that particular question. The
members of the Commission claimed, guite
rightly, it would appear, that the cost of
workers' compensation to industry in
Western Anstralin was at least one of the
deterrents to the cstablishment of secondary
industries in this State. Tt is admitted that
we have been inctined to blame other causes
for the hirh cost of workers’ compensation
insuranze. We have heen inclined to blame,
for instance, the henefits, particularly medi-
eal, as compared with those available in the
other States, because in some instances they
are higher in Weztern Australia. Possibly
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too, we have been inclined to arrive at the
conclusion that the insuranee companies
themselves were partly responsible. I still
think that those eompanies cannot absolve
themselves from participation in some of the
blame on both those counts. But we are now
struck by the fact that there is o greatly in-
creased number of aceidents in Western Aus-
tralia. An article that appeared in this
morning’s #*West Australian™ was simply as-
tonishing. Therein reference was made to
industrial nceidents, and it showed that there
were in Western Anstralia 58 accidents per
thousand during the vear under review, while
in New South Wales there were 39, and in
the remainder of the States the highest re-
corded was 11 per thousand. Thus, with the
exception of Western Australin and New
South Wales, all the States experienced
under 12 aceidents per thousand. In turning
to coalmining aceidents, a similar state of
affairs, aithongh to a lesser degree, is found
to exist.

T join with the Minister in expressing the
hope that some action will be faken in re-
gurd to improving conditions in factories
that already exist and that provisien will be
made accordingly in factories that may be
established in the future. T refer to im-
proved eonditions in the direction of mini-
mising nccidents ns far as possible. The
Minister mentioned the appointment, by the
intervention of the Chamber of Manufae-
tures in the Bastern States, of what would
he called “safety inspeetors”” I was struck
by a series of photographs in an illustrated
paper showing the action taken in certain
parts of the Commonwealth for the preven-
tion of accidents by the installation of safety

oear  of different  kinds, with which
hon, members are perhaps, well ae-
quainted, at least by way  of deserip-
tion. T suggest that, without endenv-
ouring te infliet upon manufacturers
any great  additional cost, much eounld

he done towards minimisine accidents that
tuke plaee in factories and other industries
in reganl to which the figures T have men-
tioned are indeed startling. T believe there
would he some expense to which employers
would Ye put, but I think they would be
uliimately recouped by the saving that would
he effected in regard to workers’ compensa-
tion insavanee, and, morcover, by means of
ihe improved running conditions of their
factories and frading eonditions generally.
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Some fwo or three weeks ago 1 was struck
that

by observations were  made by
the memher for Alt.  Magnet  (Mr.
Triat) coneerning the basie wage. Gen-
crally  speaking, he adopted a line in
regard  to his  discussion of the prob-
lem, which was rather different from
that  submitted in this House and on

the hustings by members sitting oo the
Government side of the House. He said that,
though he was perhaps on difficult ground,
or words to that effect, he felt he ought to
express his views on the subjeet, and I com-
mend him for expressing those views—if
my commendation is worth anything. YWhile
he did unot for one moment depart from
fundamentals in which be believes, at the
same time he indicated very clearly that he
thought soine improvement could be effected.
The hon, member said that 20 years ago or
thereabouts he was better off on £3 or £4 a
week than he is today. No one will contra-
dict that statement, WWhat iz wrong with
the basic wage system at the present Lime?
T interjected during the vourse of the speech
of the member for Mt. Magmet that the
trouble was, as far as T could see, that the
worker was always six wecks hehind the
clock. T helieve as far as the worker is
concerned that is the position. The cost of
living rises. Weeks afterwards, the basic
wage rises proportionately on ealanlations
made in the Arbitration Conrt. During the
intervening period no benefit has aerrued
to the worker owing to the inerrased eost
of living and the hasic wage not then hav-
ing risen correspondingly, Thus an eoffect iz
produeed npon the manafacturers and other
persons who have to pay. They, of course,
pass it on, and the cost of living again
rises, and so on ad infinitum. TIn the end,
the worker is no hetter off. Then again,
any sum of moeney is worth only what it
will buy. Tf £1 yesterday hought what £2
will purchase by tomorrow, then a man will
he no hetter off with £2 tomorrvow than he
was with €1 vesterday. Tf we bear that _in
mind when giving consideration to such
questions as that under review, I think we
will get a little nearer to a true understand-
ing of the position than most of us possess
today. We find that the cost of living rises,
and the basiec wage rises later on to catch
up with the cost of living, but it does not
quite do s0. Tt does not quite compete with
the inereased eost of living, but the in-



2048

creazed basis wage is always a little way
hehind,

Mr. Styants: Why do not you suppert
price-fixing legislation?

Mr. WATTS: Have 1 ever objected to
that?

Mr. Stvants: Members on the opposite
<ide of the House have always objected to
price-regulation.

My, WATTS: A Bill was passed last
month with the assent of every member of
this House.

Mr. Styants: As a wartime measuve.

My, WATTS: It received the approval
of every member of this House, and I have
objected to that legislation on no oceasion.
I do not think the hon memher can combat
my statement. Price-fixing, as T view it, is
not altogether a cure, becaunse it is no use
fixing a price for an article below what is
a profitable price, one that will pay expenses
and provide a reasonable margin of profit,

Mr. Styants: What is reasonable?

Mr. WATTS: That is a matter for con-
sideration.  In some industries the profit
may he great, in others less, depending upon
the amount of work done by the individual
to earn it. But hehind all this, one seetion
of the communify cannot pass on increased
costs. T am not one of those who believe
our duty is to bring all people down tn the
lowest level; rather shounld we make every
effort to bring those on the lower levels up
to the higher ones. We shonld try to dis-
cover what 15 keeping people on the lower
levels down and assist them fo surmount
their difficulties. Those who find the greatest
difficulty in passing on inereased costs—in
faet, they cannot do it at all—are they who
find themselves compelled to sell the greater
part of their products in a totally unpro-
tected market. T refer to farmers and other
primary producers, who are obliged largely
fo fake whatever they ean get, because the
home eonsumption that can be dealt with hy
price-fixing regnlation is extremely limited.
It is impossible for the primary producer,
at prices and nnder eonditions well known
to members of this Committee, to pay high
wages or high prices for their ncceszaries
and still earry on their operations. If the
cost of living were half the amount it is to-
day, it would be a perfectly fair proposi-
tion to lower the basic wage by 45 per cent.:
the worker would still be five per cent. het-
ter off than he is now. That wonld make it
possible for the primary producers to earry
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on without having to struggle with the diffi-
culties now continually faeing them. Not
for one moment do I think my suggestions
can be carried into effeet overnight; but
every effort should be made by all of us in
our respective spheres to assist the Govern-
ment in one way or another. Everything
possible should be done te prevent cost of
living from rising; wherever possible it
should be redueed, so that there may be a
levelling down, as it were, of costs and
prices in the indnstries I mentioned. TUnless
and until that is done, primary producers
cannot possibly pay the reasonable wages
and offer the good conditions which I and
every other member of the Commiftee wounld
like them to pay and to offer, but which
they eannot offer so long as they must meet
mounting costs while receiving toec low
prices for their produets. Unless we put
the brake on the continual rise in the cost
of living, primary producers will be unable
to earry on.

Without desiring to keep the Committee
too long, I would refer to an appointment
mentioned by the Minister—the appoint-
ment of Mr. Pernie, some months ago, fo the
position of Engineer in Charge of Indus-
trial Development. I have known Mr.
Fernie for some years, but only by reputa-
tion.  His reputation is one that should
stand him in good stead in the position he
now fills. By way of interjection when the
Minister was speaking, I said that Mr.
Fernie’s was the only good appointment that
the Government had made; but there may
have been others. This, however, is the only
good one that has been brought to my notice
recently. T congratulate the Minister npon
appointing a man at once zealous and com-
petent to perform the duties required of him.
I hope that his investigations into secondary
industries and their possible expansion will
prove of great assistance to the Minister. It
would be much hetter for our primary in-
dustries if we had a larger home consump-
tion market, for undoubiedly such a market
would mean an increase in the number of
persons emploved in secondary industries.
Consequently we ean look forward, to some
extent, to an inerease in our secondary in-
dnstries because of a desire for an in-
crensed market for at least some of our
primary products at payable prices. T
hope the Minister will he good enough
to make available to members from time
to time the reports furnished to him
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hy Mr. Fernie, so that we may bave an
opportunity to consider them. I agree with
the Minister chat no occasion exists for
curtailing the activities of his department.
I also agree with him that, notwithstanding
present conditions and the faet that the
nation is at war, there may he a greater
demand in this State for Western Austra-
lian produets. The demand may be greater
because of the fact that we are at war,
for reasons mentioned by the Minister.

I was snrprised to hear the Minister ve-
mark that a manuofacturer in this State
was obliged to hide the fact that his goods
were of local manufacture in order that he
might sell them here. If locally manu-
factured goods are of the desired quality—
and I assume from the Minister’s observa-
tions that these goods were—then in my
opinion ¢very vight-minded cilizen would
want to huy thew because of the very faet
that they were made loeally. I see no jus-
tiication for any Western Australian re-
fusing to purchase loeally-manufactured
goods, provided they are of the right qual-
ity and are sold at a reasonable price. If
the Minister intends to undertake a cam-
paign—as he suggesied he might, and 1
certainly agree with his snggestion—to
educate the Western Australian people to
buy locally made goods that are of c¢om-
parable value and price with goods made
elsewhere, I am sure that members on this
side of the Chamber will be only too happy
to assist him in any humble way we can.

In conelusion, | desirve to say a few words
ahout the Child Welfare Department. I
have had some experience of the officers of
that department during the past few years.
Whatever may have been said coneerning
them by other members to the contrary, I
have definitely found these officers to be
hoth courteous, and anxious to assist with-
in the limits of their responsibilities. Every
¢ase I have placed before them has been
dealt with in a reasonable and proper man-
ner. As I sav, they have done everything
they could fo assist, within the limits of
their responsibilities. 1 trust that the
activitics of that department will always
be carried on by officers of the same
calibre.

ME. BOYLE (Avon) [10.47: I move—
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.
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Mr, BOYLE: I am sorry the Minister
would not aceept my motion. The honr is
late and I was really anxious to assist
him; apparently he is not willing to recip-
rocate. The Minisier referred to the ap-
pointment of Mr, Fernie as Engineor in
charge of the Industries Development De-
partment. The member for Katanning
(Mr. Watts) mentioned that he did not
know Mr. Fernie other than by repute. I
have known JMr. Fernie from the time he
was a cadet in the Works Department. He
is a loeal produet and a brilliant engincer,
He is one of the two engineers in Western
Australia who can affix to their names let-
ters indicating that they are JMasters of
Engineering. M. Fernie has collaboraied
with me on many oceasions in my district.
Onc hundred miles of the main pipe-line run
through that area, and many hundreds of
agrienlttural pipe lines. During Mr. Fernie’s
occupancy of the oflice of Water Supply
Engincer at Northam, I came into close
eontact with him and learned to appre-
ciate his sterling qualitics both as a man
and as an engineer. Qne instance will suf-
fice to illustrate his capabilities. The 3in-
ister for Works had an cstimate of £14,000
for an extension of the water supply to
Yorkrakine. Mr. Fernic undertook the job
and completed it for under £7,000—less
than 50 per cent. of the cost estimated.

The Minister said there was £15000 he-
hind his department. That is 2 most in-
adequate sum, T regret that the State's
firances will not allow of more being
granted to the department. A hundred
thousand pounds would be little enough to
put behind the department for the estab-
lishment of secondary industries in this
State. The Minister mentioned that dump-
ing is not the bhogey it used to be,

The Minister for Lahour: 1 did not say
that.

Mr. BOYLE: T think the Minister in-
timated that dumping is Josing its inten-
sitv. Shall we put it that way?

The Minister for Lahour: No. T did not
sny that either.

Mr. BOYLE: Well, I will put it my own
way. Dumping i= a menace to secondary
industries in Western Aunstralia.

The Minister for T.ahour: Hear, hear!

Mr. BOYLE: T will give an instance. 1
happened to he in Melbourne when an
orphanage pienic was heing held. Five hun-
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dred chbildren go to that picnic down Port
Phillip Bay each year, and they are pro-
vided for by a central committee in Mel-
bourne, I met a member of the eommittec
who told me he had searched Melbourne for
empty cases in which to put the provisions
Lor the pienie. Al several factories he was
told that there were no empty cases in Mcl-
bourne, but that there were plenty in
Perth. That is typieal of the Fastern
States outlook. Woestern Australia is the
dumping ground for them, aud they under-
sell our products here. I will give another
instance of what happened to a certain firm
in Albany, where Rayner’s jam factory was
being developed. Rayuner's were the pioneers
in Western Australin of the manufacture
of jams and preserves. They became well.
established. T think they were assisted by
the Government, and there was an overdraft
of £3,000 guaranteed by the Government,
That, of course, was justified; but the posi-
tion resolved itself into a struggle between
Rayners and Eastern States jam interests.
1 happened o be in Albuny and saw a tele-
gram from a firm in Tasinania. T think T
have identified the firm by saying it was in
Tasmanig. The telegram was to the eflcet
that owing to the good fruit season in Tas-
mania—and this was milway through a 12
months spread delivery of 5,000 eases, abont
2,500 cases having been delivered—the firm
had decided to reduee its contract price to
the firm in question by 3s. per case, obvi.
ously undersell Rayner’s.

The Minister for labour: When was
ihat?
Mr. BOYLE: A few years ago. 1 mon-

tion it to show thal this menaee has not
been done away with., The head of the fivin
told me it was a hustuess institution and
they would cut Rayners out.

The Minister for T.abour: Raviers ave
still going strong.

Mr. BOYLE: T hope that they will be
a lot stronger. 7 mentioned these in-
«dents ta show what infant second-
ary  industries in this State have to
face. The Minister stated the total
value of the outpnt of local factories
and workshops in 1837-38 was £20.000,000,
and  said that 23000 emplovees were
engaged full time to provide that output.
Tt i5 only a maiter of deduction for us to
realise that if we had half of the balance
of our adverse trade with the Fast of
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£12,000,000, there would be little uncm-
plovment difficulty in this State.

Me. Styants: We would have to import
labour instead of goods.

Mr. BOYLE: There would be no necd
to import labour; men would come running
to such an execellent field of opportunity.
Efficien{ secondary industries would he a
tremendous help to our great primary in-
dustries. Australian manufactured goods
represent something like  £430,000,000 a
vear. Figures T saw reeently indicate that
about £239,000,000 of that sum represents
praducts of our primary industries. That
is to say, that amount represents the value
of raw materials, and the balance is made
up of labour eosts and profit to manufac-
turers. If we could spend in Western Aus-
tralia balf the amount that is spent in the
East today, we could certainly find an out-
let for about £1,000,000 or £1,500,000 worth
of our primary products. That would give
the Treasurer an opportunity to obtain
more revenue, and would be a good thing
for the State altegether. 1 am disgusted
with the luek of loyalty shown by Western
Australians in the main. They overlook the
fact that today our products ave of a
high standnrd and eompare very well with
the products of the Eastern States. I am
sure the Minister is on a good wicket from
now on, hecause the war must assist indus-
try in this State. I was pleased to notice
that the hon. gentleman when attending a
recent funclion said it was a good oppor-
tunity to boost Western Australian pro-
duets while 1the Eastern States were taking
every advantage of the war money avail-
able,  Very dittle of that money will come
to the West. T do not supposec we shall
el 10 per cent. of it.

The Premier: We will not get 5 per eent.

Mr. BOYLE: T do not think we will.

The Premicr: We will not. I have seen
the figures.

Mr. BOYLE: It is a pretty rotten state
of affairs.

The Premicr: We have only 7 per cent.
of the population.

AMr. BOYLE: But it is an important per-
centage.  Another golden  opportunity
Western Australia has is in the produetion
of gas producers. We have had from the
Press reeently a good deal of propaganda
on this subjeet. Without any over-state-
ment whatever, the position has heen put
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very well indeed. The possibilities in that
direction are enormous. I am particularly
interested in it, because in my distriet at
the present time there is one firm—at Kel-
lerberrin—employing 24 men on full wages
in the manufacture of gas producers.

The Minister for Labour: That firm will
be putting on mere men.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes, it is an industry that
will be decentralised in the rural areas. The
burning of charcoal is a big factor and that
industry can be carried on only in the coun-
try distriets. It is quite on the cards thal
before long there will he 900 to 1,000 men
employed in the manufacturing of charceal
it Western Australin for gas producers.

The Minister for Labour: Partieularly if
petrol i3 rationed.

Mr. BOYLE: Yes. Recently I read a
booklet by a high officer of the Defence De-
partment issned n  August last stating
that if international difficulties degenerated
into a war, petrol would probably be not
only ragioned in Australia bat reserved for
military use. I bave been told that there
will probably be another 2d. rise in the price
of petrol within the next two weeks, and so
petrol in the metropolitan arvea will possibly
reach 2s. 6d. a gallon.

Mr. Cross: During the last war it rose
to 3s.

Mr. BOYLE: But I have figures to show
the difference between the number of motor
vehicles owned by people during the last
war and the number now owned. The differ-
ence is too great to place on a percentage
basis. There ure in operation in Western
Australia today 3,000 tractors, 300 of which
are fitted with gas producers. There are
36,000 motor ears, practically none of which
is fitted with a gas producer. There are
22,000 motor trucks, very few of which are
fitted with gas producers. There ave 300 motor
buses, none fitted with a gas producer, The
total is 63,300 motor vehicles which offer a
potential field for fitting with gas producers
and for the consumption of charcoal. At
£90 for each gas producer, this would in-
volve a capital expenditure of £5,500,000.
One does not need a vivid imagination to
visualise the employment that would be
created in fitting only half the total number
of vehicles with gas produecers. If the autho-
rities have to probibit the vse of petrol, con-
eeivably all those vchicles will be fited or
they will have to go out of commission.

(2]
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When we realise that producer gas costs
only one-sixth of the price of petrol at 1s. 7d.
a gallon, we can understand that perhaps the
war will have done a certain amount of good
in that direction, if in no other.

AMr. North: And we could not exhaust the
supply of charcoal.

Mr. BOYLE: That is quite trne. The
firm referred to has cbtained from the
Forests Department the eutting rights for
charcoal over 20,000 acres of land north of
Kellerberrin, We have timber in useless
country, the timber at present being equally
uscless as the country, that could be con-
verted into fuel, instead of our sending so
much money abroad. I am sure that every
member is bebind the Government and the
Minister in the endeavours being made tfo
expand iocal indostry. The Minister said
that mouey is not available in Western Aus-
lratia for industries of this kind. Let
me recall that the Neon Light Co. was
floated only about three years ago. With
all due vrespeet to modern methods, it
does not add one cubit to our stature
to have a red or green light informing
us of the presence of a drapery store or
a hotel; il is only our craving for something
different. Yet that company bad no tronble
in seecuring £75,000 of working capital. I
am quite satisfied that if industry in Western
Australia, needs capital and the industry is
sonndly based, it will not lack for money.
The gas producer is a work of national
character. 1 know that it has passed the
experimental stage. The member for Irwin-
Moore (Mr. Berry) will remember that in
the Wheargrowers' Union of Western Aus-
tralia, wo pioneered this industry and spent
over £200 when money was scarce in order
to combat the rising tide of farmers' costs
in tractive power. At least we succeeded in
making 2 commencement. QOthers today, not-
ably the University of Western Australia—
and 1 pay a tribute to Professor Bowden,
who has fought bard and well for the last
seven or eight years to make as perfeet as
possible the gas producer—are carrying on
the goold work. The firm at Kellerberrin
has cvolved two patenis, one of which is a
water cooler for the gas instead of an oil
cooler. This device has proved phenomenally
successful.

I assure the Minister that he will get all
the help I can possibly give him. If the
Government succeeds in putting secondary
industry on In a sound footing—and it now
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has the chanee of a lifetime of reducing to
reasonable proportions the How of money
from Western Australia to the Eastern
States—it will have done the equivalent of
making two hiades of grass grow where none
grew before. ‘This is not a party question
or a politieal guestion; it 3s a question in-
volving onr survival, We rvealise that our
great primary induostry, wheat, has been very
sick indeed. L have come fresh from a select
committer whieh elicited that millions of
bushels of wheat of the 1938-39 crop had
passed from the farmers to the merchants
at an averaze priec of 1s. 1-1/3d. a bushel.
Those farmers have been squeezed ouf at a
less of about 1s. a bushel as compared with
the market priee that ruled in the early
days of the war, and the loss has been colos-
sal. There are olher primary industries that
would find a great outlet for their produce
by way of vaw material for secondary in-
dustries if only we conld succeed in the
objeet of not carrying all our eggs in one
basket but of undertaking wmore diversified

production. Qur economie system is certainly
ill-balaneed. The primary industries have

made the State, and in referring to primary
industries I include gold mining. The Pre-
mier always insists upon gold production
being included in primary industries.

The Premier: I think you must have heen
reading my policy speech.

Mr. BOYLE: T am quoting a little from
my own nolicy speech, which I think was
infinitely hetter than the Premier’'s. How-
ever, there is one policy upon which [ shall
always agree with the Premier and the Mini-
ster for Labonr and that is the need for
making this Staie more independent of the
Eastern States than it is at present. That
question admits of no suecessfal contradice-
tion and T again assure the Minister of all
the support T can possiblv give him.

Progross reported.

House adjourned at 10.25 pom.

[COUNCIL.]

Regslanve gouncil,

Puesday, 215t November, 1039,

Bills - Poipto Growers Licen~lme, Ix.

Bread Act Amendment, 1K.

Dairy Industey Act Amendpent, k. ..

Workers" Compen=ation Act Amendment, repurl

Ioconte Tax Arsessment Act Amendnient, 21,

Income Tax (Rates for Deduetion), 2r. .

Tratlic Act Mnendment (Ne. 1), further recom. ...,

wtate Government Insurnnee Oflice Act Amewl-
ment, Com, .,

Firearne anil Gius Aot -hm-mlnmnt, Co:n report

Heserses (Na. 2), 2n.

The PRESIDENT taok the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—TFIRST READING.

1, Potato Growers Liecensing.
Introduced by Hon: H. V. DPicsve.

2, Bread Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Honorary Minister.

BILL—DAIRY INDUSTRY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

BILL—WOREKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—INCOME TAX ASSESSMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V.
H. Kitson—West) [4.42] in moving the see-
ond reading said: The purpose of this meas-
ure is to insert new machinery provisions in
the Imcome Tax Assessment Aect to author-
ise the collection of income tax by instal-
ments. As indicated in Parliament last
vear and by the Premier in his poliey
speech, the Government’s intention is to
aholish the finaneial emergency tax and eol-
lect the money requirved at the source under
the provisions of a scientifically designed
Tneome Tax Assessment Act. For obvions
reasons, the CGovernment cannot forgo the
revenue at present eollected in the torm of
finaneial emergency tax, bult nevertheless, it



